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PLAIN ACCOUNT, &c. 


is, to give a plain and diſtintt account 
of the ſteps, by which f was led, during a courſe 
of many years, to embrace the doctrine of Chrit- 
tian Perfection. This I owe to the ſerious part of 
mankind, thuſe who deſire to know all the truth as 
14 15 in Feſus. And thele are only concerned in 
queſtions of this kind, To theſe I would nakedly 
declare the thing as it is, endeavouring all along 
to ſhew, from one period to another, both what [ 


; WEE: purpoſe in the following papers 


thugnt, au why 1 thought ſo. | 5 


2. In the year 1723, being in the twenty-third 
year of my age, I inet with Biſhop Taylor's Rule 
and Exerciſes of holy living and dying.“ In read- 


ing ſeveral parts of this book, I was exceedingly 


aftected ; that part in particular, which relates to 


purity of intention. Inſtantly I reſolved to dedicate 


a'! my life to God, all my thoughts, and words, and 
actions: being thoroughly convinced, there. was 


no medium; but that every part of my life, (not 
Jome only) mult either be a ſacrifice to God, or 


niyſelf, that is in effect, to the devil, 

Can any ſerious perſon doubt of this, or find a 

medium between ſerving God, and ſerving the 

dcrl ? Es 
3. In the year 1729, I met with Kempis's Chriſtian 

Pattern, The nature and extent of inward Religion, 


the religion of the heart, now appeared to me in a 


ſtronger hight, than ever it had done before. I ſaw, 


that giving even all my life to God, (ſuppoling it 


pollible to do this, and go no farther) would profit 


me nothing, unleſs I gave my heart, yea all my 


keart, to him. I ſaw, that © Simplicity of intention, 


2 


2 and 
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and purity of affeftion,” one defign in all we ſpeak 
or do, and one defire ruling all our tempers, are in- 
deed the wings of the ſoul,” without which ſhe 
can never aſcend the mount of God. 

4. A year or two after, Mr. Law's © Chriſtian 
Perfection, and Serious Call,” were put into my 
hands. Theſe convinced me more than ever, of 
the abſolute impoſſibility of being half a Chriſtian. 
And I determined, through his grace, (the abſolute 

neceſſity of which I was deeply ſeniible of) to be 
all- devoted to God, to give him al my ſoul, my 
body and my ſubſtance. „„ 

Will any conſiderate man ſay, that this is carry- 
ing matters too far ? Or that any thing leſs is due to 
him, who has given himſelf for us, than to give 
him ourſelves, all we have, and all we are. 

3, In the year 1729, I began not only to read, 
but to ſtudy the Bible, as the one, the only ſtandard 
of truth, and the only model of pure religion. 
Hence I ſaw, in a clearer and clearer light, the in- 
diſpenſable neceſſity of having the mind which was | 
in Càriſt, and of walking as Chriſt alſo walked ; even | 
of having, not /ome part only, but all the mind « 
which was in him; and of walking as he walked, 
not only in many or in moſt reſpects, but in all 
things. And this was the light, wherein at this 

time I generally conſidered religion, as an uniform 
following of Chriſt, an entire inward and outward 
conformity to our Maſter, Nor was I afraid of any 
thing more, than of bending this rule to the ex— 
erience of myſelf, or of other men; of allowin 
myſelf in any the leaſt diſconformity to our eee 
 Exampler. | 
6. On January 1, 1733, I preached before the 
Univerſity, in St. Mary's Church, on the circum— 
ciſion of the heart; an account of which J gave in | 
theſe words, „It is that habitual diſpoſition of 
ſoul, which in the ſacred writings is termed holi- 
neſs, and which directly implies, the being cleanſed 
from fin, from all filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and, by conſequence, the being endued with thoſe | | 
virtues, which were in Chriſt Jeſus, the being fo 
| 1 renews 


— 


| 
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renewed in the image of our mind, as to be perfect as 


our Father in heaven is“ perfect.“ 


In the ſame ſermon I obſerved, . Love is the ful- 
filling of the law, the end of the commandment. It is 
not only the firſt and great command, but all the 
commandments in one. I hatfoever things are juſt, 
z hat ſoever things are pure, if there be any virtue, if there 
b any praiſe, they are all compriſed in this one word, 
Love. In this is perfection, and glory, and hap- 
pineſs: the royal law of heaven and earth is this, 
{hou ſhalt love the Lord thy God wuth all thy heart, 
and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and with 
a'lthy ftrength. The one perfect good ſhall be your one 
ultimate end. One thing thali ye de fire for its own | 
take, the fruition of him who is all in all. One 
happinels ſhall ye propole to vour ſouls, even 
an umon with him that made them, the 
having fellowjhiþ with the Father und the Son, the 
being joined to the Lord in one ſpirit. One deſign ye 
are to purtue to the end of time, the enjoyment of 
God in time and in eternity. Deſite other things 
o far as they tend to this: love the creature, as it 
lcads to the Creator. But in every te you take, be 
this the glorious point that terminates your view. 
Let every affection, and thought, and word, and 
action, be tubordinate to this. Whatever ye deſire 
or fear, whatever ye {cek or ſhun, whatever ve 
think, ſpeak, or do, be it in order to your happineſs 
in God, the ſole end, as well as fource of your 
being. = „F 

concluded in theſe words, IIere is the ſum of 
the perfect law, the circumciſion uf the heart. Let 
the [pirit return to God that gave it, with the whole 
train of its affections.— Other ſacrifices from us he 
would not, but the living ſacritſice of the heart hath 
he choſen. Let it be continually offered up to God 
through Chriſt, in flames of holy love. And let no 
creature be ſuffered to ſhare with him: for he is a 


jealous God, His throne will he not divide with 


another; he will reign without a rival. Be no de- 
ſign, no deſire admitted there, but what has him 
® Page 5. + Page 10) 11% 18. 
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for its ultimate object. This is the way wherein 
thoſe children of God once walked, who being 
dead ſtill ſpeak to us, Deſire not to live but to 
Praiſe his name; let all your thoughts, words and 
works tend to his glory.” Let your ſoul be 
filled with ſo entire a love to him, that you may 
love nothing but for his ſake.” Have a pure in- 
tention of heart, a ſtedfaſt regard to his glory in 40 
your actions.“ For then, and not till then, is that 
mind in us, which was alſo in Chriit Jeſus, when 
in every motion of our heart, in et word of our 
tongue, in every work of our hands we purſue. 
nothing but in relation to him, and in {ſubordination 
to his pleaſure:“ when we too neither think, nor 
ſpeak, nor act, to fulfil our own will, but the will of 
him that ſent us: when, whether we eat or drink or 
whatever we do, we do it all to the glory of God.” * 

It may be obſerved, this ſermon was compoſed 
the firſt of all my writings which have been pub- 
liſhed. This was the view of religion I then had, 
which even then I ſcrupled not to term Perfection. 
This is the view I have of it now, without any 
material addition or dimunition. And what is there 
here, which any man of underſtanding, who be- 
lieves the Bible, can object to? What can he deny 
without flatly contradicting the ſcripture ? What 
retrench without tak'n; from the word of God? 

7. In the ſame ſenti nent did my Brother and I 
remain, (with all thoſe young gentlemen in de- 
riſion termed Methodiſts } till we embarked for 
America, in the latter end of 1735. It was the 
next year, while I was at Savannah, that I wrote 
the following lines: | 

| | W 
Is there a thing beneath the ſun, ” 
That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare ? 
Ah tear it thence, and veign alone! 
The Lord of every motion there! 


In the beginning of the year 1738, as I was re- 
turning from thence, the cry of my heart was, 
| * Pages 277 18. 5 
O grant 
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O grant that nothing in my ſoul 
May dwell but thy pure love alone! 
O may thy love pojſeſs me whole, 
My joy, my treaſure, and my crown! 
Strange fires far from my heart remove: 
My every ad, word, thought, be Love! 


I never heard that any one objected to this. And 
indeed who can object? Is not this the language, 
not only of every believer, but of every one that 
is truly awakened? But what have I wrote, to 
this day, which is either ſtronger or plainer ? 

8. In Auguſt following I had a long conver- 
ſation with Arvin Gradin, in Germany. After he 
had grven-me an account of his experience, I de- 
lired him to give me in writing a difinition of the 


Fall effurance of faith, which he did in the fol- 


iu W 1g words. 
KRKcquies in langui ine Chriſti , kein ſiducia in 
Deum et perſuaio gratia divina: tranquillitas 


mentis ſumma, ateque ſerenitas & Pax, cum 


ablentia omnis denderii carnalls, * ceſſatione | 
peccatorum etiam internorum.“ 1 

Repofe in the blyod of Chriſt : a firm confidence in 
God uid pe en of has favour : the higheſt tran- 
guild! 7. ferentty, a nd peace of mind. with a deltverance 
jr6m every tlethly dehre, and a cellation of all, 
even inward lins. 

This was the twrſt account I ever heard from 
any living man, of what I had before learned my- 
telf from the oracles of God, and had been praying 
tor (with the little company of my friends) and 
„petting for ſeveral years. 

9. In 1739, my Brother and 1 publiſhed a vo- 
iume of Hymns and Sacred Poems.” In many 
of theſe we jpg our lenuments {ſtrongly and 
explichly. So p. 2 q 


Turn the full ſtream of nature's tide : 
Let all our actions tend 
To tnee, their ſource ; thy love the guide, 
Thy glory be the end, P 
Earth 


CJ 
Earth then a ſcale to heaven ſhall be: 
Senſe ſhall point out the road : 
'The creatures al/ ſhall lead to thee, 
And all we taite be God. 


Again, Lord, arm me with thy Spirit's might, 
Since I am call'd by thy great name: 
In thee my wand'ring thoughts unite, 
Of all my works be thou the aim: 
Thy love attend me all my days, 
And my ſole bufrneſ be thy praile. p. 129. 


Again. Eager for thee 1 aſk and pant, 
| So ſtrong the principle divine 
Carries me out with {weet conttraint, 
Fill a my Hallau d foul be thine ; 
Plung'd in the Godhead's deepeſt ſea. 
And loſt in thine unmentity! p. 123. 


Once more, Heavenly Adam, liſe divine, 
Change my nature into thine, 
Move and tpread throughout my ſon, 


Actuute and fill the whole, p. 159. 


It would be ealy to cite many more paſſages, to 
the ſame effect. But theſe are futhcient to ſhew, 
beyond contradictiun, what our lentiments then 
were. | . 5 

10. The firſt tract I ever wrote expreſsly on this 
ſubjeR, was publithed in the latter end of this year, 
That none might be prejudiced before they read it, 
I gave it the indifferent title of“ The Character 
of a Methodiſt.“ In this I deſcribed a perfect Chri/- 
tian, placing in the front, Net as thoagh I had 
already attained, Part of it I lubjoin without any 
alteration. 1 8 by | | 

6 A Mz-thodift is one, who loves the Lord his 
God with all his heart, with all his loul, with all 
his mind. and with all his ſtiength. God is the joy 
of his heart, and the delire of his ſoul, which is 
continually crying, Whom have I in heaven but thee ; 
and there us nene upen earth, whom I deſire but thee. 


My ,. 
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My God and my all! Thau art the ſtrength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever.” He is therefore 
happy in God, yea, always happy, as having in 
him a well of water ſpringing up unto everlaſting 
life, and overflowing his foul with peace and joy. 
Perfect love having now cajt out fear, he rejoices 
evermore. Yea, his joy is full, and all his bones 
cry out, Bliſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his abundant mercy, 
hath begotten me again unto a living hope of an in- 
af encorruptile and unde fd, reſerved in 
li tuen For hie. | 

+ And he, who hath this hope, thus full of im- 
mortality, in curry thing giveth thanks, as knowing 
that this (whatloever it is) the will of God in Chrijt 
Feſus concerning him. From him therefore he 
cheerfully receives all, ſaying, Coed ts the will of 
tie Lord ; ana whether he giveth or taketh away, 
equally being the name of the Lord, Whether in 
Evie or pain, whether in ſicknels or health, 
whether in life or death, he givet / thanks from the 
ground of the heart to him who orders it for 
good; into whoſe hands he hath wholiy com- 
mitted his body and foul, as into the hands of a 
faithful Creaior. He is therefore anxiouſly carefut 
for nothing. as having caſt all his care on hum that 
careth fon hin, and in all things reſting on him after 
manng his reg, known to hum with thankſyiwing, 

„For indeed he prays without ceaſing ; at all 
times the language of his heart is this, © Unto thee 
is my mouth, though without a voice, and my 
{:lence ſpeaketh unto thee.” IIis heart is Lifted 
up to God at all times, and in all places. In this 
he is never hindercd, much lefs interrupted, by 
any perſon or thing. In retirement or company, 
in leiſure, buſineſs, or converſation, his heart 18 
ever With the Lord. Whether he lie down, or 
riſe up, God is in all his thoughts : he walks with 
God continually, having the loving eye of his 
ſoul fixt on him, and cvcry where feetng lam that 
3s inviſtble. | 
J 


« And 


* 


( 10 ) 

« And loving God, he love his nezghhSour as 
hrmfetf he loyes every man as his own ſoul. He 
loves his enemies, yea, and the enemies of God, 
And if it be not in his power to do good ty them 
that hate him, yet he ceaſes not to pray for them, 
though they ſpurn his love, and {till d-foitet ully 
uſe him, and perſecute him. | 25 

For he is pure in heart. Love has purihed his 
heart from envy, malice, wrath and every unkind 
temper. It has cleanſed him from pride, whereof 
only comet/: contention : and he hath now put on 
bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humble of mind, metk- 


neſs, long-ſuffering. And indeed all poſhible ground 


_ tor contention, on his part, is cut off. For none 


can take from him what he deſires, ſecing be «. wes 
not the world, nor any of the thing: of the world e but 
all las deſire is unto God, and ts d remembrance of 
his name. 
Agreeable to this his one deſire, is the one 
deſign of his life, namely, To dc not his own ill, 


but the will of him that fent him. iis one intention 


at all times and in all places is, not to pleaſe him- 
felf, but him whom his ſoul loveth. He hath a 
tingle eye. And becauſe his eye is fengle, his whote 
body is full of light. The whel: ig light, as when the 


bright mining of 4 candle doth eniighten the hone. 


God reigns alone: all that is in the foul is Hotline, 
to the Lord. There is not à motion in his heart 
but is according to his will, Every thought that 
arifes points to him, and is in obedience to ths law 
of Chriſt. 

« And the tree is known by its fruits, For as 
he loves God, ſo he keeps his commandments ; not 
only ſome, or moſt of them, but 4, from the leal! 
to the greateſt, IIe is not content to heep the whole 
law and end in one point, but has in all points a 
conſcience void of offence, towards God and. towards 
man, Whatever God has forbidden he avoids, 
whatever God has enjoined he does, Je runs the 
way of God's commandments, now He hath ſet his 
heart at lib. It is his glory and joy lo to do: 

| it 
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it is his daily crown of rejoicing, to do the will of 

God on earth d4s-it is done in heaven. 

All the commandments of God he accordingly 
| keeps, and that with all his might. For his obe- 
dicnce is in proportion to his love, the ſource from 

whence it flows. And therefore, loving God with 
all his heart, he ſerves him with all his ſtrength, 

He continually prefents. his ſoul and body a living 
facrifice, holy, acceptable to God ; entirely and with- 
out reſerve, devoting himſelf, all he has, all he is 
to his glory. All the talents he has, he conſtantly 
employs according to his Maſter's will; every 
wer and faculty-of his ſoul, every member of 
iis body. 8 | 
« By conſequence, whatſoever he doeth, it is all 
to the glory of God. In all his employments of 
every kind, he not only aims at this, ae is 
implied in having a fingle eye) but actually attains 
it. Flis buſinefs and his refreſhments, as well as 
his prayers, all ferve to this great end. Whether 
ne fit in the houſe, or wall by the way ; whether he 
tie down. or riſe up, he is promoting in all he 
peaks or does, the one buſineſs of his life. Whether 
hc put on his apparel, or labour. or cat and drink 
or divert himſelf from too waſting labour, it all 
tends to advance the glory of God, by peace and 
good-will among men. His own invariable rule 
3s this, Whatſoever ye do in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God even 
tie Father through him. 1 
+» Nor do the cuſtoms of the world at all hinder 
nis running the race which is fet before ham, Ile can- 
ot therefore [2y up treaſures on earth. no more 
than he can take fire into his bolom, Ile cannot 
foeak evil of his neighbour, any more than he can 
lie either for God or man. He cannot utter an 
ind word of any one; for love keeps the door 
at his lips. He cannot {peak idle words 10 corrupt - 
cen ation ever comes out of his mouth ; as is all 
that is not good to the uſe of edifying. not fit to mi- 
rafter grace to the heaters, But whatſoever ung are 
pure, whatſorver things are lovely, whatſoroer things 


are 


1 
are juitly of good report, he thinks, ſpeaks and acts, 
adorning the goſpel of God our Saviour in all things.” 


Theſe are the very words, wherein I largely 


declared, for the firſt time, my ſentiments of 
Chriſtian Perfection. And is it not eaſy to ſee, 
1. That this is the very poir:t, at which I aimed all 
along from the year 1725 And more deter- 
minately from the year 1730, when I began to 
be, homo unius libri, a man of one book, regarding 
none (comparatively) but the Bible? Is it not eaſy 
to ſee, 2. That this is the very ſame doctrine, 
which I believe and teach at this day; .not 
adding one point, cither to that inward or out- 
ward holineſs, which I maintained eight and 
thirty years ago? And it 1s the ſame, which, by 
the grace of God, I have continued to teach from 
that time till now: as will appear to every im- 


| partial perſon, from the extracts ſuborned below. 
11. I do not know. that ary writer has made 


any objection againſt that tract to this dav. And 
for ſometime, I did not find much oppoſition upon 
the head, at leaſt, not from ſerious perſons. But 
after a time, a cry aroſe, and {what @ little ſur— 


priſed me) among religious men, who aflirmed, 


not that I tated Perfection wrong, but that + there 


is no Perfection on earth ;” nav. and fell vehe- 


mently on my Brother and me, for affirming the 


contrary, We ſcarce expetted fo rough an attack 
from theſe: elpecially, as we were clear on Juſ- 


tiication by Faith, and careful to aſcribe the 
whole of falvation to the mere glace of God. But 


What moſt ſurpriſed TR Was, that we are ſaid to. 


© diſhonour Chriſt, bv afſertins that he faveth ty 

the uttermo?t ; by maintaining he will reign in our 

hearts alone, and fubduc a te to himſelf! 
12. I think it was in the latter end of the year 


2740. that I had a converiation with Dr. Gibſon, 


tien Biſhop of Lenden, at H.,. He aſked me 
what I meant by Perfectten. I tuld him without 
any diſguiſe or reſerve. When I ceaſed ſpeaking 
he lard, © Mr. e, if this be all you mean, 
Publiſh it to all the world, If any one then can 

| | coufute 


1. 
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eonfute what you ſay, he may have free leave.” 
« | anſwered, © My Lord, I will,” and accord- 
ingly wrote and publiſhed the ſermon on Chris 
tian Perfection. 

In this I endeavoured to ſhew, 1. In what 
ſenſe Chriſtians are not. 2. In what ſenſe they are 
perfect. | | | | 

[. In what ſenſe they are not. They are not 
perfect in knowledge, They are not free from ig- 
norence, no, nor from miſtake, We are no more 
to expect any living man to be infallible, than tobe 
omnicient. They are not free from infrmities, 
ſuch as weakneſs or ſlowneſs of underſtanding, ir- | 
regular giricknels or heavineſs of imagination. 
Such in another kind are, impropriety of lan- 
guage, ungracefulnets of pronunciation: to which 
one might add a thouſand nameleſs defects, either 
n converſation or behaviour. From ſuch infir- 
mities as theſe none are perfectly freed, till their 
tpirits return to God, Neither can we expett till 


then, to be wholly freed from temptation e for the 


rant is not abou? fits maſter, But neither in this 
ienfe is there any abjulute perfeftion on earth. There 
iS NO perfec'tun uf > recs, nonc which does not 
admit of a continual increaſe, wn 

II. in hat ſenſe then are they perfeft ? Ob- 
ſesvyc. we are not now 10 ſpeak of babes in Chriſt, 
but aduit Chriſtians, But even babes in Chriſt, 
are ſo far perfect as not to commit fin, This St. 
ohn aſfirms expreſsly; and it cannot be diſproved 
by the examples of the Old Teſtament, For 
what if the holieſt of the ancient Jews, did 


ſometimes cominit hn? We cannot infer from 


hence, that Call Chriſtians do and muſt commit 
fin as long as they live.” | 

But does not the fcripture ſay, 4 juſt man ſinneth 
ſeven times a day? It docs not. Indeed it ſays 
A juft man fulletſi ſer en times. But this is quite ano 


ther thing. For, firſt, the words, a day, are not 


in the text. Secondly, here is no mention of 


falli 1g 


( 14 }) 
falling into fin at all. What 1s here mentioned, 1s 
falling into temporal afliftion, 
« But elſewhere Solomon ſays, There is no man 
that finneth not. Doubtleſs thus it was in the 
days of Solomon; yea, © and from Solomon to Chriſt 
there was then no man that ſinned not.“ But 
whatever was the caſe of thoſe under the law, we 
may ſafely affirm with St. John, that ſince the goſ- 
pel was given, he that ts born of God finneth not. 
The privileges of Chriſtians are in nowile to be 

meaſured by what the Old Teſtament records con- 
cerning thoſe who were under the Jeuiſſi diſpen- 
lation: ſeeing the fullneſs of time is now come ; the 
Hely Ghoſt is now given; the great ſalvation of 
God is now brought to men by the revelation of Jeſus 
Chrift, The kingdom of heaven is now ſet up on 
earth, concerning which the ſpirit of God declared 
of old time, (ſo far is David from being the pat- 
tern or ſtandard of Chriſtian Perfection) He that 
7 feeble among them at that day fhall be as David, 
and the houſe of David ſhall be as the angel of the 
Lord before them. Zech. x11. 8. OA 
But the Apoſtles themſelves committed ſin. 
Peter by diſſembling, Paul! by his arp contention 
with Barnabas.” Suppoſe they did, will you ar- 
ue thus: If two of the Apoitles once committed 
in, then all other Chriſtians in all ages, do and mult 
commit {in as long as they live? Nay, God forbid 
we ſhould thus ſpeak. No neceſlity of fin was 
laid upon them: the grace of God was ſurely ſut- 


cient for thein. And it is ſufnctent tor us at this 


day. 
But St. Jumes fays, In many things we offend all.“ 
True : but who are tne perſons here ſpoken of ? 
Why thoſe many majters or teachers whom God 
hath not ſent : nor the Apoſtle himſelf nor any real 
Chriſtian. That in the word we (uſed by a figure 
of ſpeech: common in all other, as well as the in- 
ſpired writings) the Apoltle could not poſſibly in- 
clude himſelf, or any other true believer, appears, 


firſt from the ninth verle, Therewith bleſs we God, 


* 


and 
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ani therewitN curſe we men. Surely not we Apoſtles ! 

Not we believers | Secondly, from the words pre- 
ceding the text: My brethren, be not many maſters 
or teachers, knowing that we ſhall receive the greater 
condemnation. For in many things we offend all, We! 

Who? Not the apoſtles nor true believers, but 
they who were to receive the greater condemn atton, 
becauſe of theſe many offences. Nay, thirdly, the 
verſe itſelf proves, that we offend all cannot be 
ſpoken either of all men, or al! Chriſtians. For 
in it immediately follows the mention of a man 
who offends not, as the we firit mentioned did: 

from whom therefore he is 1 contradiſ- 


tinguiſhed, and pronounced a perfect man. 


But St. Zokn himſelf lays, I we ſay that we 
have no fin we deceive ourſelves, And if we fay we 
have not finned, we make hum a liar, and his word 1, 
not 1n us, 

I anſwer, 1. The tenth verſe fixes the ſenſe of 
the eighth: 1f we ſay we nave not fin in the former, 
being explained by, If we fay we ave not fined, in 
the latter verſe. 2. The point under coniideration 
is not, whether we have or have not ſinned here- 
tofore : and neither of theſe verſes aſſerts, that we 
do fin, or commit fin now. g. The ninth verſe ex- 
plains both the eighth and tenth. If we confeſs our 
fins, he 1s faithful and juſt, ft, to forgive us or js and 
to cleanſe us from all unrighteou 2 As if he had 
ſaid, I have before affirmed, The blood of Chriſt 
clean th from all fin. And no man can ſay I need 
it not; I have no fin to be cleanſed from. Af we 


ay, we have no fin, that we hade not finned, we de- 


cid ourſelves, and make God a har. But if we 
confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt, not only to 
forgive us 0ur fins, but alſo to cleanſe us from all un- 
re Ateouſneſs, that we may go and fen no more. In 
conformity therefore both to the doctrine of St. 

John, and the whole tenor of the New Teſta- 


ment, we fix this concluſion, A Chriſtian is ſo far 


perfect, 25 not to commit fin, 


B 2 This 


19 
This is the glorious privilege of every Chrif- 
tian, yea, though he be but a babe in Chriſt, But it 
is only of grown Chriſtians it can be afhrned, 
they are in ſuch a ſenſe perfect, as, ſecondly to be 
freed from evil thoughts and evil tempers. Firit, 
from evil or finful thoughts. Indeed whence 
ſhould they ſpring ? Out of the heart of man, if at 
all, proceeds evil thoughts. . If therefore the heart 
be no longer evil, than evil thoughts no longer 
proceed out of it. For a good tree cannot bring 
Forth evil fruit. 8 | 
And as they are freed from evil thoughts. ſo 
likewiſe from evil tempers. Every one of theſe 
can ſay with St. Paul, I am crucified with Chriſt : 
nevertheleſs I hue yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me: 
words that manifeitly aeſcribe a deliverance from 
inward, as well as from outward fin. This is ex- 
reſſed both negatively, I live not, my evil nature, 
the body of fin is deſtroyed ; and poſitively Chri/? 
| lineth in me, and therefore all that is holy, and jutt, 
and good, Indeed both theſe, Chrift liveth in me, 
and, I live not, are inſeparably connected. For 
what communion hath light with darkneſs, or 
Chnfit with Beli?! ENS 
He therefore, who hveth in theſe Chriſtians, 
hath purified their hearts by faith; inſomuch that 
every one, that has Chriſt in him, the hope of glory, 
purifieth himſelf even as he ts pure. He is puriked 
from pride ; for Chriſt was lowly in heart, He is 
pure from defire and ſelf-will: for Chriſt deſired 
only to do the will of his Father. And he is pure 
from anger, in the common {ſenſe of the word; 
for Chriſt was meek and gentle, I ſay, in the 
common ſenſe of the word; for he is angry at fin, 
while he is gricved for the ſinner. He feels a dit- 
-placency at every oflence againſt God, but only 
tender compaſſion to the offender. © | 
Thus doth Jeſus fave his people from their fins, 
not only from outward tins, but from the {ins of 
their hearts. Truc, ſay ſome, but not till death, _ 
not in this world.“ Nay, St. NI ſays, Herrin 
15 
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is our love made perfect, that we may have boldneſs in | 


the day 0 ud ment, becauſe as he was, ſo are we in 
this world, The apoſtle here, beyond all contra- 
dition, ſpeaks of himſelf and other living Chriſ- 
tians, of whom he flatly affirms, that not only at 
or after death, but in this world, they are as their 


maſter. 


Exactly agrecable to this are his words in the 
firſt chapter: God is light, and in him, is no dark- 
nefs at all, If we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowſhip one with another, and the 
blood of Jeſus Chrift his Son cleanſeth us from all ſin. 
And again: If we confeſs our fins, he ts faithful and 


Juſt to forgive us of fen, and to cleanſe us from all 


unrighteouſneſs, Now it is evident, the apoſtle 


here ſpeaks of a deliverance wrought in this 


world. For he ſaith not, The blood of Chriſt 


will cleanſe (at the hour of death, or in the day of 


judgment) but it cl-anfeth at the time preſent, us 


lieing Chriſtians from all n. And it is equally 
evident, that if any fin remain, we are not cleanſed 
from all fin. If any unrighteouſneſs remain in the 


ſoul. it is not cleanſed from all unrighteouſneſs. 
Neither let any ſay, that this relates to juſtification 
only, or the cleanſing us from the guilt of ſin: 
firit, becauſe this is confounding together what 
the apoſtle clearly diſtinguiſhes who mentions - 
firſt, to forgive us our fins, and then, to cleanſe us 
from all unrighteouſneſs : ſecondly, becauſe this is 
aflerting juſtitication by works in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe 
poilible : it is making all inward as well as all 
outward holineſs, neceſſarily previous to juſtifi- - 
cation, For if the cleaniing here ſpoken of is no 
other than cleanſing us from the guilt of fin, 
then we are not cleanſed from guilt, that is, not 


juiltihed, unleſs on condition of walking in the 


hight as he is in the light. It remains then that 
Chriſtians are ſaved in this world from all fin, 
from all unrighteouſneſs: that they are now in 
fuch a ſenſe perfect as not to commit ſin, and to be 
freed from evil thoughts and evil tempers. 


B 3 It 


( 
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It could not be. but that a diſcourſe of this 
kind, which directly contradicted the favourite 
opinion of many, who were eſteemed by others, 
and poſlibly eſteemed themſel ves ſome of the beſt 
of Chriſtians, whereas if theſe things were ſo, 
they were not Chriſtians at all) ſhould give no 
ſmall offence, Many anſwers or animadveriions 
therefore were expected: but I was agreeably 
diſappointed. I do not know that any appeared: 
ſo I went quietly on my way. | 

13. Not long after, I think in the ſpring, 1741, 
we publiſhed a ſecond volume of hymns. As the 
_ doctrine was ſtill much miſunderſtood, and con- 
ſequently miſrepreſented, I judged it needful to 
explain yet farther npon the head, which was 
done in the preface to it as follows : ET 

“This great gift of God, the ſalvation of our 
ſouls is no other, than the image of God freſh. 
ſtamped on our hearts. It is a renewal in the ſpirit 
of our minds, after the likeneſs of him that created 
| them. God hath now laid the axe unto the root of 
the tree, purifying their hearts by faith, and “ clean- 
ſing all the thoughts of their hearts by the inſpi- 
ration of his holy _ Having this hope, that 
they ſhall ſee God as he is, they purify te mf 
even as he is pure, and are holy, as he that hath called 
them is holy, in all manner of converſation. Not that 
they have already attained all that they ſhall attain, 
either are already (in this ſenſe) perfect. But they 
daily go on from ſtrength to ſtrength ; beholding 
now, as in a glas, the glory of the Lord, they 
are changed into the ſame image, from glory ta 
glory, by the ſpirit of the Lord. 

& And where the ſpirit of the Lord is, there ts 
liberty, ſuch liberty, from the {| iw of jin and death, 
as the children of this world will not believe, tho? 
a man declare it unto them. The Son hath made them 
free who are thus born of God, from that great root 
of {in and bitternels, Pride. They feel that al! their 
ſufficiency is of God, that it is he alone who i 1% al! 

their 
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their thoughts, and workelh in them both to wil! and 


' to do of has good pleaſu re. They feel, that it is not they 


that ſpeak, but the ſpirit of their Father who ſpeaket/i 


in them, and that whatſoever is done by their 


hands, the Father who is in them, he doth the works. 
So that God is to them all in all, and they are no- 
thing in his fight. They are freed from /elf-will, 
as detiring nothing but the holy, and perfect will 
of God: not ſupplies in want, not eaſe“ in pain, 
nor life. or death or any creature, but continually 
crying in their inmoſt ſoul, © Father, thy will be 


donc.“ They are freed from evil thoughts, lo that 


they cannot enter into them, no, not for a mo- 
ment. Aforetime, when an evil thought came 
in, they looked up, and it vaniſhed away. But 
now it docs not come in, there being no room for 


this, in a ſoul which is full of Cod. They are 
free from wanderings in prayer. Whenſoever they 


our out their hearts in a more immediate manner 
3 God, they have © no thought of any thing 
paſt, or abſent, or to come, but of God alone. In 
times paſt, they had wandermg thoughts darted in, 
which yet fed away like ſmoke: but now that 
f.oke does not riſe at all. They have no fear or 
doubt. either as to their ſtate in general, or as to 
any + particular action. The untlon from the Holy 
Une teachetli } them every hour, what they ſhall 
do. and what they ſhall ſpeak. Nor therefore 
have they $ any need to ren concerning it, The 
are in one jrnſe freed from temptations : for though 
numberlets temptations fiy about them, yet they 
trouble them not. At all times their fouls are 


/ 


* This is too ſtremg Our Lord himſelf deſired eaſe in pain. 
He aſked tor it, only with reiignation ; Net as I will, 1 deſire, 
but as thou wit, | 


1 This is far too ſtrong. See that ſermon on Wandering 
Thoughts, 5 
Frequently this is the caſe; but only for a tine. 
} For a time it may be fo : but not always. 
J Sometimes they have no necd: at other times they have. | 


- . 8 they do not: at other times they do, and that | 


even 


( 0 ) 


even and calm, their- hearts are ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable. Their peace, flowing as a river, Pa 
eth all underjtunding, and they rejoice with jov un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, For * they are ſealed by 
the ſpirit unto the day of redemption, having the 
witneſs in themſelves, that there is laid u for them 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Fans þ will give 
them tn that day. . 
Not that every one is a child of the devil, till 
he is thus rencwed in love. On the contrary, 
whoever has a ſure confidence in God, that 
through the merits of Chriit, his {ins are forgiven.” 
he is a child of God, and if he abide in him, an 
heir of all the promiſes. Neither ought he in anv 
wiſe to caſt away his confidence, or to deny the faith 
he has received, becauſe it is weak, or becaulc it 
is tried with fire, fo that his ſoul is in heauine! 
through manifold temptations. + | 5 
Neither dare we affirm, as ſome have done, that 
all this ſalvation is given at once. There is indeed 
an inſtantaneous (as well as gradual) work of God | 
in his children: and there wants not, we know, 1 
a cloud of witneſſes, who have received, in one 
moment, either a clear ſenſe of the forgiveneſs of 
eir ſins, or the abiding witneſs of the Holy Spi- 
rit. But we do not know a ſingle inſtance, in any 
place, of a perſon's receiving, in on? and the fam? 
moment, remiſhon of ſins, the abiding witneis of 
the ſpirit, and a new, a clean heart, | 
„Indeed, how God may work. we cannot tell : 
but the general manner, wherein he do's work. is 
this: thoſe, who once truſted in themſelves, that 
they were righteous, that they were rich, and - 
creaſed in goods, and had need of nothing, are, by tt. 
Spirit of God applying his word, convinced that 
they are poor and naked, All the things that tie. 
have done. are brought to their remembrance. and ; 
ſet in array before them, ſo that they ſee the wrath | 
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of 


Not all who are faved from fin; many of them have not 
Stained it yct. | 
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E * 
of God hanging over their heads, and fee! that 
they deſerve the damnation of hell. In their 
trouble they crv unto the Lord, and he ſhews them, 
that he hath taken away their fins, and opens the 
kingdom of heaven in their hearts, Tighteoufnefs 
and peace, and joy in the Hey Ghoſt, Sorrow and 
pain are fled awav, aud fu hath mo more dominion 
over them, Know! ng they are juſtified freely through 
faith in his blood. they have pears with God through 
Feſus Chriſt + they reite in hope of the glory of God, 


ald the love of God it fred abread in 1 eir hearts. 


In this peace they remain for days, or werks, 
or months, and commonly ſuppoſe, they ſhall not 
know war any more; till ſome of their old ene— 
mies, their boſom fins, or the hu which did molt 
caſily beſet them, (perhaps anger or defire) aflault 
them again, and thruſt ſore at them that they may 
fall. Then ariſes fear, tazt they {hal! not cadure 
to the end, and often doubt. whether God has not 
forgotten them, or whether they did not deceive 
themlelves, in thinking their ſins were forgiven, 
Under theſe clouds, eſpecially if they reaſon with 
the devil, they go mourning all the day long. But 
it is ſeldom long before their Lord anſwers for him- 
ſelf, ſending them the Holy Ghoſt to comfort them, 


to bear witnels continually with their {pirits, that 


they are the children of God. Then they are in- 


deed meek and gentle and teachable, even as a 


little child. And now * firſt do they fee the 
ground of their heart, which God before would 
not diſcloſe unto them, left the ſou! ſhould fail be- 
fore him, and the ſpirit which he had made. Now 
they fee all the hidden abominations there, the 
depths of pride, ſelf-will and hell; yet having the 
witneſs in themlelves, * Thou art an heir of God, 
a joint heir with C briſt. even in the midſt of this 
tiery trial ;** which continually heightens both the 
| ſtrong 


Is it not aſtoniſhing, that while this book is extant, which 
was publiſhed tour and twenty years ago, any one ſhould face 


me dowu, hat this is à new dottrinue, and what 1 never taught, 
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ſtrong ſenſe they then have, of their inabil: ty to 
help themſelves, and the inexpre ſſible hunger thev 
felt after a full renewal in his i image, in — 
n and true holineſs. Then God is mindful of the 
dehre of them that fear him, and gives them +» 
ſingle eye, and a pure heart ; he ſtamps upon them 
his own image and ſuperſcription : he createth 
them anew in Chriſt jeſus : he cometh unte then 
with his Son and bleſſed Spirit, and fixing His 
abode in their ſouls, bringeth them into the re/t 
which remazneth for the people of God.” 

Here I cannot but remark, 1. That this 1s the 
ſtrongeſt account we ever gave of Chriſtian Per- 
fection: indeed too ſtrong in more than one * 
ticular, as is obſerved in the notes annexed; 2. 
That there is nothing which we have ſince ad- 
vanced upon the ſubject, either in verſe or profc, - 
which is not cither directly or indirectly contained 
in this preface. So that whether our prelent doc- 
trine be right or wrong, it is however the ſame 
which we taught from the beginning. 

14. I need not give additional proofs of this, b 
2 quotations from the volume itſelf, 0 
may ſuffice, to cite part of one hymn only, the laſt rx 
in that volume. 
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Lord, I believe a xd remains 
To all thy people known, 
A reſt, where pure enjoyment reigns, 
"And thou art lov'd alone: 


A reſt, where all our ſoul's defere 

Ils fixt on things above: 

Wherc doubt and pain, and fear expire, 
Caſt out by perfect love. 


From every evil motion freed _ 2 
(The Son hath made us free) 5 
On all the powers of hell we tread 
15 glorious liberty. 


Safe in the way of life, above 3 . 
Death, earth and hell we rilg: q 
We 


13 8 : 
We find. when perfected in love, 
Our long-ſought Paradiſe. 


oY 


O that I now the reſt may Know, 
Believe and enter in! 

Now, Saviour now, the power beſtow, 
And let me ceaſe from fin ! 


Remove this hardneſs from my heart, 
This unbeltief remove: | 
To me the reſt of faith impart, 
The ſabbath of thy love. 


Come, O my Saviour, come away ! 
Into my ſoul deſcend ! 

No longer from thy creature "I 
My author and my cnd. 


The bliſs thou haſt for me prepar'd 
No longer be delay'd : 

Come, my exceeding great reward, 
For whom I firlt was made. 


Come Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
And ſeal me thine abode ! 
Let all I am in thee be lolt : 


Let all be loſt in God 1 


Can any thing be more clear, than 1. That here 
allo is as full and high a fatoation as we have ever 
{poken of? 2. That this is {poken of as receiv- 
able by mere faith, and as hindered only by un- 
beef? 3. That this faith, and conſequently the 
fal vation which it brings, 1 is ſpoken of as given in 
an infant? 4. That it 1s ſuppoſed that inſtant 
may be now : that we need not ſtay another mo- 
ment: that now, the very now, it the accepted time ! 
Now 2s the day of this full ſalvation ! And, laſtly, 
that, if any ſpeak otherwile, he is the perſon that 
brings new doctrine among us? 

135. About a year after, namely in the year 1742, 
we publiſhel another volume of hymns. T he 
difpute being now at the height, we ſpoke upon 

the he ad more largely than ever before, Accord- 
ng] 

Y 
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ingly abundance of the hymns in this volume 
treat expreſsly on this ſubjett. And ſo does the 
preface, which as it is ſhort, it may not be amils 
to inſert intire. 

« 1, Perhaps the general prejudice againſt Chriſ- 
tian Perfection, may chiefly ariſe from a miſappre- 
henhon of the nature of it. We willingly allow, 
and continually declare, there is no ſuch perfection 
in this life, as implies either a diſpenſation from 
doing good, and attending all the ordinances of 
Cod, or a freedom from ignorance, miſtake, temp- 
tation, and a thouſand infirmitics neceſſarily con- 
nected with fleſh and blood. | 
22. Firſt, we not only allow, but earneſtly con- 

tend. that there is no Perfection in this life, which 
implies any diſpenſation from attending all the or- 
dinances of God, or from doing good unto all men 
while we have time, though eſpecially unto the houfſhol4 
of faith, We believe, that not only the babes in 
Chriſt, who have newly found redemption in his 
blood, but thoſe alſo who are grown uf into perfect 
men, are indiſpenſibly obliged, as often as they 
have opportunity, to eat bread and arink wine in 
pen:embrance of Him, and to ſearch the ſcriptures e by 
foſting, as well as temperance. to keep their bodies 
under, and bring them into fubjedtion: and above all, 
n pour out their ſouls in prayer, both lecretly and 

m the great congregation, 


g. We ſecondly believe. that there is no ſuck. 


perfection in this life, as implies an entire deliver- 
ance, either from ignorance, or miſtake, in things 
bat citential to falvation, or from manifold temp— 
tations, or from numberleſs infrmities. wherewith 
the corruptible body more or leſs prefles down the 


foil. We cannot find any ground in ſcripture to 


{ippole, thet any inhabitant of a houle of clay, 
15 wholly exempt, either from bodily infirmities, 
or frum 1gnorance of many things; or to imagine 
any 15 incapable of miſtake, or falling into divers 
temptations. . > 
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« 4, But whom then do you mean by one that 
is perfect ? We mean one in whom is the mind whick 
was in Chriſt, and who fo walketh as Chriſt alſo 
walked : a man that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart, or that is cleanſed from all filthineſ of fle 
and ſpirit > one in whom is no occaſton of ſtumbling, 
and who accordingly does not commit fn. To de- 
clare this a little more particularly : we under- 
ſtand by that ſcriptural expreſſion, a perfect man, 
one in whom God hath fulklled his faithful word, 
From all your filthineſs and from all your idols will I 
cleanſe you A will alſo ſave you from all your un- 
cleannefſſes, We underſtand hereby, one whom 
God hath fanfifed throughout, in body, foul, 
and ſhirit : one who walketh in the light as he is in 


the light, in whom is no darkneſs at all: the blood o 


Jeſus Chrijt his fon, having cleanſed him from all fin. 


«++ 5. This man can now teſtify to all mankind, 7 


am erucified with Chriſt : nevertheleſs I lives yet not 


I, out Chriſt libeth in me, He is, holy as Gop who 
called him is holy, both in heart and in all manuer 
of converſation, He loveth the Lord his God with all 


his heart, and, ſerveth him with all his R He 


{lweth his nrighbour, every man, as 


mel ; yea, 


as Chriſt leveth us ; them in particular, that deſpite- 


#ully ufe him and perſecute him, becauſe they know not 
the Sen. nather the Father. Indeed his foul is all 


love, tilled with bowels of mercies, — meek- 


nf. gentleneſs, long-ſuffering. And his life agreeth 
ticreto, full of the mork of faith, the patience of 
hope, the labour of love. And mhatſoever he doth 


ther in word or deed, he dith it all in the name, in 
the love and power of the Lord Feſus. In a word, 


be doth the will of God on earth, as it is done in 
heaven. | | | 

6. This it is to be a perfect man, to be ſanc- 
ttfed throughout ; even “to have a heart fo all- 
flaming with the love of Cod, (to uſe Archbiſhop 
Ufher's words) as continuaily to offer up every 
thought, word and work, as a ſpiritual ſacrifice, 


acceptable to God through Chrift,” In every 


thoug kt 


(7 
thought ofourhearts, in every word of our tongues, 
in every work of our hands, to fhew forth his prarſe, 
who hath called us out of darkneſs into his marvel- 
lous light. O that we, and all who ſeek the Lord 
eſus in ſincerity, may thus be made perfect in one ! 
This is the doctrine which we preached from 
the beginning, and which we preach this day. In- 
deed by viewing it in every point of light, and 
comparing 1t again and again, with the word of 
God on the one hand, and the experience of the 
children of God on the other, we ſaw farther into the 
nature and properties of Chriſtian Perfection, But 
ſtill there is no contraricty at all, between our firſt 
and our laſt ſentiments. Our rſt conception of 
it was, It 1s to have the mind which was in Chrift, 
and to walk, os he walked : to have ail the mind 
that was in him, and a/ways to walk as he walked. 
In other words, to be inwerdly and outwardly de- 
voted to God; all devoted in heart and life. And 
we have the ſame conception of it now, without 
either addition or dimunition. 

16. The hymns concerning it in this volume 
are too numerous to tranſcribe. I ſhall only cite 

2 part of three. 8 
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P. 80. Saviour, from fin I Wait to prove 
That Jeſus is thy healing name : 

To loſe, when perfected in love, 
Whate'er I have, or can, or an:? 
I ſtay me on thy faithful word. ; 
The fervant ſhall be as his Lore, | 


Anſwer that gracious end in me 
For which thy precious life wes gien 
Redeem from all mnuquity, | 
Reſtore and make me meet for heaven 
Unleſs thou purge my every jtain, 
Thy ſuffering and my faith is vain. 


Didſt thou not die, that I might live, 
No longer to myſelf but thee ? 
Might . {oul, and ſpirit give | 
To him who gave himſelf for me ? OT 

1 Come 
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Come then my maiter and my God, 
Take the dear purchaſe ot thy blood. 


Thy own peculiar fervant claim, 

For thy own truth and mercy's fake; 
Hallow in me thy glorious narne : 

Me for thine own thts moment take 
And change and throughty purity, 
Thine only may 1 — and dic. 


258. Choſe from the W ond if now I and, 
Adorn'd wit! gt; teouſneſs divine; 

If brought into the promis'd land 

I juilly call the Saviour mine: 


The ſanctifying ipirit pour 
To quent my "thirſt and waſh me clean. 

Neu, Saviour, let the gracious ſhower, 
Defcend, and make me pure from . 1. 


Purge me from every finful blot ; 
NIy idols all be caſt aſide: 

(lcanſe me from er ery roll theneht, 
From all the filth of {elf and pride. 


Ihle hatred of the carnal mind 
Out of my fleſh at once remove: 

Give me a tender heart, reſign'd, : 
And pure, and full of faith and loy e. 


O that I now from ſin relcas' d, 

Thy word might to the utmoſt prove: 
Enter into thy promis'd reſt! 

The Canaan of thy perfect love 


Now let me gain perfection 8 height! ? 
Now let me into nothing fall ; 

Be lefs than nothing in my ſight, 
And feel that Chriſt is all in all. 


P. 298. Lord, believe, thy work of grace 
Is perfect! in the ſoul : 
His heart is pure who ſees thy face, 
His ſpirit is made whole. 
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| From every fickneſs by thy word, 
From every foul difeaſe, 
Sav'd and to perfect health reſtor' d, 
To perfect holtneſs. 


Ile walks in glorious liberty, 
Io fin entirely deud : EE, 
The Truth, the Son hath made him free, 
And he is free indeed, 


Throughout his ſoul thy glories ſhine, 
His foul is att renew'd, 

And deck'd in rightecuſneſs divine, 
And cloath'd and fd with God. 


This is the reſt, the life, the peace, 
Which all thy people prove, 

Love ts the bond of perfectneſs, 
And all their ſoul is love, 


O joyful ſound of goſpel-grace ! 
Chriſt ſhall in me appear; 

I ev'n I ſhall fee his face, 
I ſhall be holy ere! 


He viſits now the houſe of clay, 
He ſhakes his future home; | 
O would'ſ thou, Lord, on this mY 4 
Into thy temple come! 


Come, O my God, thyſelf rev cal, 

Fill all this mighty void; 

Thou only canſt my ſpirit fill : 
Come, O my God, my God! 


Falkl, fulfil my large deſires, 
Large as infinity ! 

Give, give mg all my ſoul requires, 
All, all, that is in thee ! 


17, On Monday, June 25, 174. 1, our firſt Con- 
ference began, ſix clergymen, and all our preach- 
ers being preſent. The 1 next morning we ſeriouſly 
conſidered the doctrine of Santtiftication or Per- 
fection. The queſtions aſked concerning it, and the 
ſubſtance of the anſwers givtn, were as follows. 

| Q. What 
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. What is it to be ſanctiſed?ꝰ 5 

A. To be renewed in the image of God, in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. TS 

. What is implied in being a 2 Chriſtian ? 

A. The loving God with all our heart, and 
mind, and foul, Deut. vi. 5. 

O. Does this imply, that all inward fin is taken 
away? | 


A. Undoubtedly : or how can we be ſaid tohe 


| faved from all uncl:anneſs ? Ezck. 36. 


Our ſecond Conference began Aug. 1, 1745. The 


next morning we ſpoke of Sanctification as follows. 


Q, When does inward ſanctification begin? 

A. In a moment a man is juſtificd. Yet fin 
remains in him, yea, the fecd of ſin, till he is 
ſandlited throughout, From that time a believer 
gradually dies to ſin, and grows in grace. | 

. Is this ordinarily given till a little before 
death ? | 

A. It is not to thoſe, who expect it no ſooner. 

2. But mav we expect it ſooner ? ” 

A. Why not? For although we grant, 1. That 
the generality of believers, hom we have hitherto 
known, were not {anitified till near death: s. 
That few of thoſe, to whom St. Paul wrote his 
epiſtles, were ſo at that time: nor 3. He him- 
ſelf at the time of writing his former epiſtles : 
yet all this does not prove, that we may not be ſo 
to-day. i, | | 

Q. In what manner ſhould we preach ſanctifi- 
cation ? 3 | | 

A. Scarce at all to thole, who are not preſſing 
forward: to thole, who are, always by way of 
promiſe ; always drawing, rather than driving. 
Our third Conference began Tuzſday, May 26, 
1746. | | VV 

In this we carefully read over the Minutes of 
the tWo preceding Conferences, toobſerve whether 
any thing contained therein might be retrenched 
or altered on more mature conſideration. But we 
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did not tee cauſe to alter in any reſpect, what we 
had agreed upon before. 

Our fourth Conference began on Tueſday, une 
the 16th, 1717. As ſeveral perſons were prelent, 
who did not believe the doctrine of perfection, we 
agreed to examine it from the foundation. 

In order to this, it was aſked, | 

«How much is allowed by our brethren, who 
differ from us, with regard to entire ſanctification?“ 

A. They grant, 1. That every one muſt be 
entirely ſanctified in the article of death: 2. That 
till then a believer daily grows in grace, comes 
nearer and nearer to perfection: g. That we ought 


to be continually preſſing after it, and vo exhort 


all others ſo to do. 
D. What do we allow them ? 
A. We grant, 1. That many of thoſe who have 


died in the faith, yea, the greater part of thoſe we 
have known, were not ſerfected in love, till a little 


before their death : 2. That the term ſanctifted, 13 
continually applied by St. Paul, to all that were 
juſtified : 3. That by this term alone, he rarely, it 
ever, means, Saved from all ſin:“ 4. That con- 
ſequently it is not proper to ule it in that ſenſe, 


without adding the word wholly, entirely, or the 
like: 5. That the inſpired writers almoſt con- 


tinually ſpeak of or to thoſe who were juſtified, 
but very rarely of or to thole who were wholly 
{anified : 6. That conſequently it behoves us 


to ſpeak almoſt continually of the ſtate of juſtifi- 


cation; but more rarely, at leaſt in full and 
explicit terms, concerning entire ſanctification.“ 
Q. What then 1s the point where we divide? 
A, It is this: ſhould we expett to be ſaved from 

all fin before the article of death ? Pn, 
5 | 0 


t That is, unto thoſe alone, excluſive of others: but they 
ſpeak to them, jointly with others, almoſt continually. 
| More rarely I allow ; but yet in ſome places very frequently, 


Mongly, and explicitly. 
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Q. Is there any clear ſcripture-romiſe of this, 


That God will ſave us from all fin. 


A. There is. Pfalm cxxx. 8, He fhall redeem 
Iſrael from all his ſins. 3 0 
This is more largely expreſt in the propheſy of 
Ezex1EL; Then will 1 ſprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye hall be clean : from all your filthaneſs and from 


all your idols will I cleanſe o- will alſo ſave you 
From all your uncleanneſſes, chap. xxxvi. ver. 23. 


29. No promiſe can be more clear. And to this 
the Apoſtle plainly refers in that exhortation, 

Having theſe promiſes, xt us cleanſe ourſelves from 
all filthinejs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs 
in the fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Equally clear 
ang expreſs is that ancient promiſe, Fhe Lord th: 
God wil! circumciſe thy heart and the heart of thy 


feed, to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 


uf all thy ſoul, Deut. xxx. 6. 

2. But does any affertton anſwerable to this, 
occur in the New Teſtament ? 

A. There does, and that laid down in the plaineſt 
terms. So 1 John iti. 8, For this purpoſe the Son 
of God was manifefled, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil : the works of the devil, without 
any limitation or reſtriction, but all fin is the work 
of the devil, Parallel to which is the aſſertion of 
St. Paul, Eph. v. 25. 27, Chrijl loved the Church 
and gave hinifelf for ut,—that he might preſent it ta 
k:mflf a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, 
or any fuch thing, but that it might be holy and with- 
eut blemſh, | Ss | 

And to the ſame effect is hisaſſertionintheeighth 
of the Romans, ver. g, 4, God ſent his Son—that 
tre nyhteouſnrſs of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
wo watk mot after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. 

C. Does the New Teſtament afford any farther 


_ grvind for expecting to be ſaved from all fin ? 


4. Undoubtedly it does, but in thoſe prayers 
and commands, which are equivalent to "the 
ſtrongeſt aſſertions. WO - | 

Q. What prayers do you mean ? > 
A. Prayers for entire ſanctification, which, were 
there no ſuch thing, would be mere mockery of 
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God. Such in particular are, 1. Deliver us from 
evil. Now when this is done, when we are 
delivered from all evil, there can be no fin 
remaining. 2. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for 
them alſo who al believe on me through their word: 


that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me and 1 


in thee, that they alſo may be one in use I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, John 
xvii. ver. 20, 21. 23. . 1 bow my knees unto the 
Cod and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt that he 
would grant you that ye being rooted and grounded 
zn love, may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what 
15 the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, 
and to know the love of Chrift which paſſeth Rc u- 


edge. That ye may be Alled with all the fulneſs of 


God, Eph. iii. 14, &c. 4. The very God of peace 
fanftify you wholly. And I pray God, your whole 
fpirit, foul and body, may be preſerved _— unto 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Thefl. v. 23. 
2. What command is there to the ſame effect. 


A. 1. Be ye perfect, as your Father who is in | 


henven is perfect, Matt. v. 48. 2. Thou fhalt love the 
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Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy | 


foul, and with all thy mind, Matt. «x11. 37. But if 
the love of God fill alf the heart, there can be no 
fin there. wh 
Q. But how does it appear, that this is to be 
done before the article of death ? 5 


A. 1. From the very nature of a command, 5 


which is not given to the dead but to the living. 
Therefore thou ſhalt love God with all thy heart, 
cannot mean, Thou ſhalt do this when thou dieſt, 
but while thou liveſt. | 
2. From expreſs texts of Scripture. 1.“ The 
grace of God that bringeth ſalvation hath ap- 
peared to all men; teaching us, that having re- 
nounced ungodly and worldly luſts, we ſhould be 
ſoberly, rightcouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world: looking for the glorious appearing of our 


Lord Jefus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that 


he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pour 
unte himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works, 
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( 83 ) 
works, Tit. ii. 11—14. 2. He hath raiſed up an 
horn of ſalvation for us—to perform the mercy 
promiſed to our fathers; the oath which he ſware 
to our father Abraham, that he would grant unto 
us, that we being delivered out of the hands of 


our enemies, ſhould ſerve him without fear, in 


holineſs and righteoufneſs before him, all the day 
of our life, I. uke i. ver. 62, &c.” Ew | 
2. Is there any example in ſcripture of perſons 
who have attained to this? ; 
A. Yes, St. John, and all thoſe of whom he ſavs, 
* Herein is our love made perfett, that we may 


have boldneſs in the day of judgment, becauſe as 


he is, ſo are we in this world, 1 John iv. 17.” 
Q. Can you ſhew one ſuch example now! Where 
is he that is thus perfect? | 
J. To ſome that make this enquury one might 
anſwer, If I knew one here, I would not tell you : 
for you do not enquire out of love. Youar: like 
Herod, You only leek the young child to lay it. 
But more directly we anſwer. There are many 


_r2aſons, why there ſhould be few, if any, indif- 


putable examples. What inconveniences would 


this bring on the perſon himſclf, ſet as a mark for 


all to ſnoot at? And how unprofitable would it 


be to gainſayers? For if they hear not Moſes 


and the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, neither 
would they be perſuaded though one roſe from the 
dead, | | | h 
Q. Are we not apt to have a ſecret diſtaſte to 
any who ſay they are ſaved from all fin ? 


A, *Fis very poſhble we may, and that upon ſe- 


veral grounds : partly from a concern for the good 
of fouls, who may be hurt, if theſe are not what 
they profeſs; partly from a kind of implicit envy 


at thoſe who fpeak of higher attainments than our 


own and partly from our natural ſlowneſs and un- 
readineſs of heart, to believe the works of God. 
Q. Why may we not continne in the jay of 


faith till we are perfefted in love? 


A. Why 


( 34) 
I. Why indeed? Since holy grief d. does not 
quench this j joy: ſince even w hile we arc under 


the croſs, while we deeply partake of the fuer 


ings of Chriſt, we may rejoice with 10 unſpeak- 
able. 

From theſe extracts it undeniably appcars, no: 
only what was mine and my Brother's judgment, 
but what was the judgment of all the Preach 10s 17! 
connexion with us, in the years 44, 45, 46, anc 
47. Nor do I remember, that in any ot thete con- 
ferences we had one diſſenting voc: but what- 
ever doubts any one had when we met, they were 
all removed before we parted. . 

18, In the year 1749, my Brother printed two 
volumes of Hymns and Sacred hocnis. As ] 
did not ſee theſe before they were publiſhed, there 
were {ome things 1 in them which 1 did not approve 
of. But I quite approved of the main of 5 
hymns on this head; a few verſes of which are 


ſubjoined. 


Come, Lord be manifeſted here, 
And all the devil's works deſtroy ! 
Now, without ſin, in me appear, 
And fill with everlaſting joy : 
Thy beatific face diſplay : 
Thy preſence is the perfect day. V 0% I, p. 202, 


| Swift to my reſcue come, 
Thy own this moment ſeize ! 
Gather my wandering ſpirit home, 
And keep in perfect peace. 


Suffer'd no more to rove 
O'er all the earth abroad, 
Arreſt the priſoner of thy love, 
And ſhut me up in God ! p. 247. 


Thy pris'ners releaſe, vouchſate us thy peace: 
And our forrows and: fins in a moment ſhall ceaſe, 
That moment be now! Our petition allow, 

Our pre/ent Redeemer and Comforter thou! Fol. II. 
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| From thiis inbred fin deliver: 
Let the yoke Now be broke; 
| Make me thine forever. 
Partner of thy perfect * 
Let me be Now in thee 
A new ſinleſs creature, 


Turn me, Lord, and turn me now, 
To thy yoke my ſpirit bow : 
Grant me now the pearl to fin! 
Of a meek and quiet mind, 


Calm, O calm my troubled breaſt ; 

Let me gain that ſecond reſt : 

From my works for ever ceaſe, 
Perfected in holineſs. þ. 162 


Come in this accepted hour, 
Bring thy heavenly kingdom in! 
Fill us with thy glorious power 
Rooting out the ſeeds of fin, þ. 168. 


Come thou dear Lamb, for ſinners lain, 
Bring in the cleanſing flood: | 
Apply, to waſh out every ftain, 
'Thine efficatious blood. 


O let it fink into our ſoul. 
Deep as the inbred fin : 
Make every wounded ſpirit whole, 
And every leper clean! P. 271, 
Pris'ners of hope ariſe! I 
And ſee your Lord appear! 
Lo: On the wings of love he flies, 
And brings redemption near, 
Redemption in his blood 
Lie calls you to receive: 
Come unto me, the pard'ning God: 
Believe, he cries, believe! 


Jeſus to thee we look, 

Lill tav'd from ſin's remains, 
| Reject the inbred tyrant's yoke, 

And calt away his chains, | 
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Our nature ſhall no more 
O'er us dominion have: 
By faith we apprehend the power, OL. 
Which ſhall for ever ſave. P. 188, 


Jeſu, our life, in us appear, 
Who daily die thy death: 
Reveal thyſelf the finiſher: 
Thy quick 'ning ſpirit breathe ! 


Unfold the hidden myſtery ! 
The fecond gift impart ! 
Reveal thy glortous ſelf in me: 
In every waiting heart. p. 195» 


In Him we have peace, In Him we have power! 
: Preſerv'd by his grace, Throughout the dark hour, 
=_ In all our temptations, He keeps us to prove 
His utmoſt ſalvation, His fulneſs of love. 


Pronounce the glad word, And hid us be free ! 
Ah, haſt thou not, Lord, A blefling for me ? 
"The peace thou haſt given This moment impart, 
And open thy heaven, O Love, in my heart ! 1 
= CL 0. 324 | 

A ſecond edition of theſe hymns was publiſhed 
n the year 1732: and that without any other al- 

tecation, than that of a few hiteral miſtakes. 

I have been the more large in theſe extracts, be- 

cauſe hence 1t appears, beyond all pollibility af ex. 

ception, that to this day, both my Brother and 1 Bb 
maintained, 1. That Chriitian Perfection is that L- 
love of God and our neighbour, which implies de- 
lverance from all fin; 2. That this is received # 
merely by faith: g. That it is given mnflantaneouſly, . 
in ant moment: 4. That we are to expect it not 
Et deat h. bit ce moment, that now 15 the accepted 
me, rvw is the day of this ſalvation. 

0. At the Conference in the year 1759, per- 
ceving ſome danger, that a diverſity of ſentiments 
ſhould inſenſibly ſteal in among us, we again largely 
conl.dered this doctrine. And ſoon after, I pub- 

8 | | | liſhed 


(1 
liſhed “ Thoughts on Chriftian Perfection, pre- 
faced with the following advertitement : 

„The following Tract is by no means deſigned, 
to gratify the curioſity of any man. It is not in- 
tended to prove the doctrine at large, in oppoſition 
to thoſe, who explode and ridicule it: no, nor to 
anſwer the numerous objcttions againſt it, which 
may be raiſed even by ſerious men. All I intend 
here is, ſimply to declare, what are my ſentiments 
on this head ; what Chriſtian Perfection docs, ac- 
cording to my apprehenſion, include, and what 
it does not; and to add a few practical obſerva- 
tions and directions, relative to the ſubject. 

As theſe thoughts were at firſt thrown together 
by way of queſtion and anſwer, I let them con- 
tinue in the ſame form. They are juſt the ſame 
that I have entertained for above twenty years.“ 

2. What is Chriſtian Perfection? „ 
Ai. The loving God with all our heart, mind, 

ſoul, and itrength. This implies, that no wrong 
temper, none contrary to love, remains in the foul 
and that all the thoughts, words, and actions, are 
governed by pure love, | ms 

Q. Do you afhrm, that this perfection excludes 
all infirmities, ignorance, and miſtake ? | 

A. I continually affirm quite the contrary, and 
always have done fo. . | | 

Q. But how can every thought, word, and work, 
be governed by pure love, and the man be ſubject 
at the ſame time to ignorance and miſtake ? 

A. I ice no contradiction here. 5 A man may be 
filed with you love, and ſtill be liable to mil 
take.” Indeed 1 do not expect to be freed from 
actual miſtakes, till this mortal puts on immorta- 
lity. I beheve this to be a natural conſequence of 
the ſoul's dwelling in fleſh and blood. For we 
cannot. now {/zuk at all, but by the mediation of 
thoſe bodily organs, which have ſuffered equally 
with the reſt of our frame. And hence we can- 
not avoid ſometimes thiuking wrong, till this cor- 
vaptible ſhall have put on LNCONTUPtu, 
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But we may carry this thought farther yet, A 
maitake in judgment may poſhbly occaſion a mil- 
eke in practice. For inſtance: Mr. De Renty's 
milake. touching the nature of mortification, 
ariiing from prejudice of education. occaltioned 
dat practical miſtake, his wearing an iron girdle, 
And a thouſand ſuch inſtances there may be, even 
in thoſe who are in the higheſt ſtate of grace. Yet, 
where every word ard action ſprings from love, 
tuch a miſtake is not properly a n. However it 
cannot bear the rigour of God's juſtice, but needs 
the atoning blood. 

. What was the judgment of all our brethren, 
who met at Brijtol in Auguſt 1738, on this head ? 

A. It was exprefled in theie words: 1. Every 


one may miſtake as long as he lives. 2, A miſtake 


in oþtnion may occaſion a miſtake in practice. g. 
law. Therefore. 4. Everv ſuch miſtake. were it 
not for the blood of atonement, would expoſe to 
eternal damnation. 5. It follows, that the moiſt 


zerfeft have continual need of the merits of 


Chriſt, even for their actual tranſgreſſions. and 
may lav for themlelves. as well as for their bre- 
thren, Forgive us our treſpaſſes. Wh | 

This eahily accounts tor what might otherwiſe 
ſeem to be utterly unaccountable : namely, that 
thoſe, who are not offended, when we ſpeak of 


te higheſt degree of love. yet will not hear of 


living without fin. The realon is, they know all 
men are liable to miſtake. and that in practice, as 
well as in judgment, But they do not know, or 
do not oblerve, that this is not ſin, if love is the 
ſole rinciple of action. | 8 

(. But ſtill, if they live without fin, does not 
this exclude the neceliity of a mediator ? At leatt, 
is it not plain, that they ſtand no longer in nced 
of Chriſt in- his prieſtly office. 

A. Far from i:. None feel their need of Chriti 
like theſe; none ſo entirely depend upon him. 
For Chriſt does nt give e to the foul ſeparate 

5 e 58 fron, 


Every fuch miſtake is a tran{greihon of the perfect : 


. 


122 
7 * >e 4 


LA RIS 


N 


1 


from, but in and with himſelf. Tience his words 


ace equally true of all men. in whatfocver ſtate of 
grace they are. “As the branch cannot bear fru:t 
of itſelf, except it abide in the vine, no more can 
ve, except ye abide in me: without (or ſeparate 
trom! 4.4 ve can do nothing.“ 

In every ſtate we need C lrift in the follow: ing 
relpects: 1. Whatever grace we receive, it is a 
free gift from him. We receive it as his pur- 
chate. mere in ep Pele ion of the price he paid. 
2, We have this grace not only from Chrilt, but 
in him. For our perfection i is not like that of a 
tree, which flouriſhes by the fap, derived from 
us own root, but, as was faid before, like that of 
4 branch, W hich, united to the vine, bears kruit, 
but ſevered from it, is dried up and withered. 4. 
All our bleſſings, temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, 
depend on his e for us, which is one 


branch of his prieſtly office, whereof therefore 


we have always equal need. 5. The beſt of men 
ill need Chriſt in his prieſtly office, to atone for 
their omiſſions, their ſhort- comings, (as ſome not 
improperly ſpeak) their miſtakes in j: udgment and 
ractice, and their defects of various kinds. For 
theſe are all deviations from the perfect law, and 
conſequently need an atonement, Yet that they 


are not properly fins. we apprehend may appear 


from the words of St. Paul, „Ile that loveth, hath 
fulfilled the law; for ww; is the fulfilling af the 
law.“ Now miſtakes, and whatever infirmities 
neceſſarily flow from the corruptible ſtate of the 


body. are no way contrary to love, nor therefore 


in the ſcripture-lenſe, n. 

To explain myſelf a little farther on this 8 ts 
Not only fin. prope rl; fo called, that is, a voluntary 
tranſgreſſion of a known law. but fin. improperly 
10 calle, that is. an inv oluntary trani{greſhon of a 
divine Ew, known or unknown, needs the aton- 


ing blood. 2. I believe there is no ſuch perfection 


* Rom, xXiii. 20. 12, 
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in this life, as excludes thele i. oluntary tranf- 


2 7 re ſſions, which I apprehend to be naturally con- 


quent on the ignorance and miſtakes inſeparable 
from mortality. 3. Therefore finle/s perſechion is a 
hraſe I never ule, leſt I ſhould ſcm to contradict 
myſelf. 4. I. believe a perſon filled with the love 
of God, is ſtill liable to theſe involuntary tranl\- 
Freſſions. 5. Such tranſgreflions you may call fins, 


if you pleaſe: I do not, for the reaſons above- 
n entioned. 


D. What advice would you give to thoſe that 
do, and thoſe that do not call them fo? 

. Let thoſe, that do not call them 2 never 
think that themſelves. os any othcr perſons, are in 
ſdeh a ſtate. as that they can ſtand before infinite 
juſtice without a Mediator. This mult argue either 


the deepeſt ignorance, or the higheſt arrogance 


and preſumption. 
Let thoſe, who do call them ſo, beware how 


they confound theſe defects with fins, properly ſo 


called. | 

But how will they avoid it ? How will theſe 
be diſtinguiſhed from thole, if they are all pro- 
miſcuouſly called fins? I am much afraid, if we 
ſhould allow any fins to be conſiſtent with perfec- 
tion, few would confine the idea to thoſe defects, 
concerning which only the aſſertion could be true. 
. But how can a liableneſs to miſtake conſiſt 
with perfect love? Is not a perſon, who is per- 
ted in love, every moment under its influence? 

And can any miſtake tlow from pure love ? 
4. 1 bee r. 1. Many miſtakes may confift with 


12 love : 2. Some may accidentally flow from it. 
mean. * itfelt may incline us to miſtake. The 


pure love of dur neighbour, ſpringing from the 
ve of God, thinketh no evil, believeth and 
ho peth all things. Now this very temper, unſuſ- 
pi cious, ready to believe and hope the belt of all 
men, may occaſion our thinking ſome men better 


than they really are. Here then is a manifelt miſ- 
take, accidentally flowing from pure lov 3 


0, How 
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. How ſhall we avoid ſetting perfection too 
high or too low? 

A. By keeping to the Bible, and fetting it juſt. 
as high as the Scripture does. It is nothing 
higher and nothing lower than this: the pure 
love of God and man: the Joving God wk 
our heart and foul, and our neighbour as our- 
| ſelves. It is love governing the heart and life, 
running through all ourtempers, words, and actions. 

2. Suppoſe one had attained to this, would 
vou adviſe him to ſpeak of it. 

A. At firſt perhaps he would ſcarce be able to 

refrain, the fire would be fo hot within him; his 
deſire to declare the loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord, carrying kim away like a torrent. But af- 
terwards he might : and then it would be adviſe- 
able, not to {peak of it to them that know not 
God, Tis moft likely, it would only provoke 
them to coniraditt and blaſpheme : nor to others 
without ſome particular reaſon, without ſome good 
in view. And then ke ſho: 11d have eſpecial care, 
to avoich all appearance of boaſting, to ſpeak with 
the deepeſt hunulity and reverence, giving all the 
glory to God. 

(. But . it not be better, to be entirely 
liient; not to ſpeak of it at all? 

A. By ſilence he miglit avoid many croſſes, which 
will naturally and neceflarily enſue, if he ſimply 
declare, even among believers. what God has 
wrought in his ſoul. If therefore ſuch à one were 
to confer with fleſh and blood, he would be 
entirely filent, But this could not be done with a. 
clear conſcience; for undoubtedly he ought to 
ſpeak. Men do not light a candle to put it under 
a buſket : much leſs does the all-wife God. He 
docs not ratle ſuch a monument of his power and 
lore, to hide it from all mankind. Rather he in- 
tends it as a general bleſling, to thole who arc 
ftmple of n He deligns thereby not barely 
ret huppincſs of that N perſon, but thin 
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gant reaſon to believe, this perion will not lie: 2 
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animating and encouraging others, to follow after 
the ſame bleſſing. His will is, that many ſhall ſee it 
and rejoice, and put their truſt in the Lord, Nor 
does any thing under heaven more quicken the 
deſires of thoſe who are juſtified, than to converſe 
with thoſe whom they believe to have experienced 
a ſtill higher ſalvation. This places that ſalvation 
full in their view, and increaſes their hunger and 
thirſt after it: an advantage which mult have been 
entirely loft, had the perſon ſo ſaved buried him- 
ſelf in Hlence. 1 

Q. But is there no way to prevent thoſe croſſes, 


which uſually fall on 'thote who [peak of being 


mus ſaved? 
Ai. It ſeems thev cannot be prevented altogether. 


_ while lo much of nature remains even in believers. 


But ſomething might be done, if the Preacher in 
every place, would 1. Talk freely with all who 
fpeak thus: and 2. Labour to prevent the unjuſt 


or unkind treatment of thoſe, in favour of whom 


there is reaſonable proof. 
Q. What is reaſonable proof? How may we 


certainly know one that is taved from all tn. 


A. We cannot infallibly know one that is thus 
faved, (no, nor even one that is juſtified) unless 
it ſhould pleaſe God to endow us with the mira— 


_eitous diicernment of ſpirits. But we apprehend 


thele would be ſufficient proofs to any reaſonable 
man, and ſuch as would leave little room to doubt, 
either the truth or depth of the work : 2. If we 
had clear evidence of his exemplary behaviour, 
fur ſome time before this ſuppoſed change. This 
would give us realon to believe, he would not 
te for God but {peak neither more nor leſs than 
ne felt: 2. If he gave a diſtinct acg@pnt of the time 
and manner wherein the chang@' was wrought, 
with ſound fpeech which could not be reproved: 
and 3. If it appeared that all his fubſequent 
words and actions were holy and unblameable. 

The hort of the matter is this: 2. 1 have abun- 
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He teſtifies before God, I feel no fin, but all 
love: I pray, rejoice, and give thanks without 
ceafing : and I have as clear an inward witneſs, 
that I am fully renewed, as that I am juſtified.” 
Now if' I have nothing to oppoſe to this plain 


teſtimony, I ought in reaſon to believe it. 


It avails nothing to object, © But I know ſeveral 
things wherein he is quite miſtaken.” For it has 
been allowed, that all who are in the body, are 
liable to miſtake : and that a miſtake in judgment 
may ſometimes occaſion a miſtake in practice : 
(though great care is to be taken that no ill uſe be 
made of this confeſhon.) For inſtance: even 
one that is perfected in love, may miſtake with 
regard to another perſon, and may think him, 
in a particular caſe, to be more or leſs faulty 
than he really is. And hence he may ſpeak to 
him with more or leſs ſeverity than the truth 
requires. And in this ſenſe (though that be not 
the primary meaning of St. James) In many 


things we offend all. This therefore is no proof at 


all, that the perſon ſo ſpeaking is not perfect. 
2. But is it not a proof, if he is ſurpriſed or — 


tered by a noiſe, a fall, or ſome ſudden danger ! 


A. It is not: for one may ſtart, tremble, change 
colour, or be otherwiſe diſordered in body, while: 
the ſoul is calmly ſtayed on God, and remains in 
perfect peace. Nay, the mind itſelf maybe deeply 
diſtreſt, may be exceeding ſorrowful, may be per- 
plext and preſſed down by heavineſs andanguiſh, 
even to agony, while the heart cleaves to God by 
perfect love, and the will is wholly reſigned to 


him. Was it not ſo with the Son of God him- 


{elf ? Does any child of man endure the diſtrels, 
the anguiſh, the agony, which he ſuſtained ? 
And yet he knew no ſin. 
2. But can any one who has a pure heart, 
prefer pleaſing to unpleaſing food ? Or ule any 
plealure of ſenſe which is not. ſtrictly necellary ? 
tfo, how do they differ from others? | 
ES 4. The 


(© } 


A. The difference between theſ{c and others in 


taking pleaſant food is, 1. They need none of theſe 


2 


things to make them happy; for they have a ſpring 
of happineſs within. They ſee and love God. 
Hence they rejoice evermore, and in every thing 
give thanks, 2. They may uſe them, but they do 
not ſeek them: g. They uſe them ſparingly, and 
not for the ſake of the thing itſelf. This being 

remiſed, we anſwer directly: ſuch a one may uſe 
pleaſing food, without the danger which attends 


thoſe who are not ſaved from fin. He may prefer it 


to unpleaſing, though equally wholeſome food, as 
2 means of increating thankfulneſs, with a ſingle 
eye to God, who giveth us all things richly to en- 
joy: on the ſame principle, he may ſmell to a 
flower, or cat a bunch of grapes, or take any other 

elight in God. Therefore neither can we ſay, 
that one perfetted in love would be incapable of 
marriage, and of worldly buſineſs: if he were 


called thereto, he would be more capable than 


ever; as being able to do all things without hurry 


or carefulneſs, without any diſtraction of ſpirit. 


2. But if two perfect Chriſtians had children, 
kow could they be born in fin, ſince there was 
none in the parents ?. | 

A. It is a poſſible, but not a probable caſe: I 
doubt whether it ever was or ever will be. Bur 
waving this, I anſwer, fin 1s entailed upon me, 
not by immediate generation, but by my firſt parent. 
Fn Adam all died ; by the diſobedience of one, a!! 


men were made ſin ners all men without exception 


who were in his loins, when he ate the forbidden 
fruit, 

We have a remarkable illuſtration of this in 
gardening. Grafts on a crab-ſtock bear excellent 
fruit. But ſow the kernels of this fruit, and what 


Weill be the event? They produce as mere crabs 


as ever were eaten. | 


L. But what does the perfect one do more than 


others? More than the common believers ? 


A, Perhaps 


3 which does not leſſen, but increaſe his 


Doe purges 
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A. Perhaps nothing: ſo may the providence of 
God have hedged him in, by outward circum- 
ſtances, Perhaps not ſo much; though he deſires 
and longs to ſpend and be = for God: atleaſt 
not externally : he neither ſpeaks ſo many words, 
nor does ſo many works. As neither did our Lord 


himſelf ſpeak fo many words, or do fo many, no 


nor ſo great works, as ſome of his Apeſtles, (John 
xiv. 12.) But what then? This is no proof that 
he has not more grace : and by this God meaſures 
the outward work. Hear ye him. Verily I fay 


unto you, this poor widow, has caſt in more than them 


all. Verily this poor man, with his few broken 
words, hath ſpoke more than them all. Verily 


this poor woman, that hath given a cup of cold 


water, hath done more than them all ! O ceaſe to 
judge according to appearance, and learn to judge 


righteous judgments. a ; 
Q. But 1s not this a proof againſt him? I feet 


no power either in his words or prayer? 


A. It is not: for perhaps that 1s your own fault ? 


| You are not likely to feel any power therein, if 


any of theſe hinderances lie in the way; 1. Your 


oven deadn:fs of foul. The dead phariſees felt no 


power even in his words, who ſpake as never man 


pale: 2. The guilt of ſome unrepented fin, lying 
upon the conſeience: g. Prejudice toward him of 
any kind: 4. Your not belzering that ſtate to be at- 
tainable, wherein he profeſſes to be: 5. Ungodli- 
_ neſs to think or own he has attained it: 6. Over- 
valuing or idolizing him: 7. Over-valuing your- 


ſelf and your own judgment, If any of theſe is 


the caſe, what wonder is it, that you feel no power 


in any thing he ſays? But do not others feel it? 
If they do, your argument falls to the ground. 
And if they do not, do none of theſe hinderances 
lie in their way too? You muſt be certain of this 
before you can build any argument thereon. And 
even then your argument will prove no more, 
than that grace and gifts do not always go ne r. 
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But he does not come up to my idea of a per- 


f-& chriſtian.” And perhaps no one ever did, or 


ever will, For your idea may go beyond, or at 
leaſt beſide the ſcriptural account. It may include 
more than the Bible includes therem, or however 
ſornething which that does not include. Scripturc 
perfection is, pure love filling the heart and £0- 
verning all the words and actions. If your idea 
includes any thing more or any thing elſe. it is not 
ſcriptural; and then no wonder, that a ſcripturally- 
perfect chriſtian does not come up to it. 5 

I fear many ſtumble on this ſtumbling- block. 
They include as many ingredients as they pleaſe, 
not according to ſcripture, but their own imagi- 
nation, in their idea of one that is perfett ; and 


then readily deny any one to be fuch, who does 


not anſwer that imaginary idea. | 
The more care ſhould we take, to keep the 


ſimple, ſcriptural account continually in our eye. 
Pure love reigning alone in the heart and life, this 


is the whole of {criptural perfection. 
Q. When may a perſon judge himſelf to have 
attained this? 
A. When after having been fully convinced of 
inbred fin, by a far deeper and clearer conviction, 
than he experienced before juſtification, and 
after having experienced a gradual mortification of 
it, he experiences a total death to fin, and an en- 
tire renewal in the love, and image of God, ſo as 
to rejoice evermore, to pray without ceaſing, and 


in every thing give thanks. Not that * to fee] 


all love and no ſin,” is a ſufficient proof. Several 


have experienced this for a time, before their ſouls 


were fully renewed. None therefore ought to be- 
licve, that the work is done, till there is added 


the teſtimony of the ſpirit, witneſſing his entire 
ſanctification, as clearly as his juſtification, 
Q. But whence 1s it, that ſome imagine they are 


thus ſanctified, when in reality they are not? 
A. It is hence: they do not judge by all the pre- 
ceding marks, but either by part of them, or by 
Others, 
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others. that are ambiguous, But I know no in- 
ſtance of a perſon attending to them all, and yet 
deceived in this matter. 1 believe, there can be 
none in the world, If a man be deeply and fully 


convinced, after juſtification, of inbred ſin; if he 


then experience a gradual mortification of fin, and 
afterwards an entire renewal in the image of God: 
if to this change immenſely greater than that 


wrought when he was juſtified, be added a clear 


direft witneſs of the renewal : 1 judge it as im- 
offible this man ſhould be deceived herein, as 
that God ſhould lie. And if one whom I know 
to be a man of veracity, teſtify theſe things to me, 
] ought not. without ſome ſufhcient n to re- 
Je ct his teſtimony. 
L. Is this death to fin, and renewal in love, 
gradual or inſtantancous ? | 
A. A man may be dying for ſome time ; yet he 
does not, properly ſpeaking, die, till the inſtant 
the ſoul is le parated from the body: and in that 
uwitant he lives the life of eternity. In like man- 
ner, he may be dying to {in for ſome time; yet he 
is not dead to fin, till fin is ſeparated from his 
jioul. And in that in{lant he lives the full life of 


love. And as the change undergone when the 


body dics, 1s of a different kind, and infinitely 
greater than any we had known before, yea. ſuch 
as till then it is impoſiible to conceive: ſo the 
change wrought when the ſoul dies to lin, is of a 
different kind, and infinitely greater than any be- 
fore, and than any concetve till he experiences it, 


Let he {til} grows in grace, in the knowledge of 


Chriſt, in the love and image of God: and will 
do ſo. not only till death, but to all eternity, 

V. How are we to walt for this change ? 

A. Net ia carcleſs ind:Rerence, or indolent in- 
activ ity; but in vigorous. univerſal obadience, in 
a zealous keeping of all the commardments, in 
vw atchtulnels and painfulneſs, i in denying ourſelves 


and taking up our croſs daily; as well as in earneſt 


Prayer and faſting, and a cloſe attendance on all 
the 


| hath ordained. 
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the ordinances of God. And if any man dream 
of attaining it any other way, {yea or of keeping 
it. when it is attained, when he has received it 
even in the largeſt meaſure) he deceiveth his own 
foul. *Tis true we receive it by {imple faith. But 
God does not, will not give that faith, unleſs we 
ſeck it with all diligence, in the way which he 

This conſideration may ſatisfy thoſe who en- 
quire, Why fo few have received the blciling ? 
Enquire, how many are ſeeking it in this way? 
And you have a ſuthcient anſwer. 

Praver eſpecially is wanting. Who continues 
inſtant therein? Who wreſtles with God for this 
very thing? So ye have not becauſe ye aſk not: 
or becauſe ye aſk amiis, namely, That you mav 
be renewed before you die.” Before you dic! 
Will that content you? Nay, but aſk that it may 


be done now! To-day! While it is called to-day! 


Do not call this « ſetting God a time.” Certainly 
to-day is his time as well as to-morrow. Make 


haſte man, make haſte) Let 


Thy foul break out in ſtrong deſire 
The perfect bliſs to prove 
Thy longing heart be all on fire 
To be diflolv'd in love! 


2. But may we continue in peace and joy, till 
we are perfetted in love. 


A. Certainly we may; for the kingdom of God 


is not divided againſt itſell. Therefore let not be- 
lievers be diſcouraged, from rejoicing in the Lord 
always. And yet we may be ſenſibly pained at the 
finful nature that ſtill remains in us. It is good 
for us to have a piercing ſenſe of this, and a ve- 
hement deſire to be delivered from it. But this 
ſhould only incite us. the more zealouſly to fly 
every moment to our ſtrong helper, the more ear- 
neſtly to preſs forward to the mark. the prize of our 
hugh calling in Chriſt cu And when the ſenile 
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of our fin moſt abounds, the ſenſe of his wee ſhould 
much more abound, 

Q. How ſhould we treat thoſe who think they | 
have attained ? 

4. Examine them ct; and: exhort them 
to pray fervently, that God would ſhew them all 
that is in their hearts, The moſt earneſt exhorta- 
tions to abound in every grace, and the ſtrongeſt 
cautions to avoid all evil, are given throughout 
tie New Teitament, to thoſe who are inthe higheſt 
tate of grace. But this ſhould be done with the 
xtmolt tenderneſs, and without any harſhneſs, ſtern- 
ncts, or fourneſs, We ſhould carefully avoid the 
very appearance of anger, unkindneſsor contempt. 
Leave it to Satan thas to tempt, and to his clulb- 
aten to cry out, Let us examine him with deſpite- 


: 6 and torture, that we may know his meekneſs 


a prove his patience, If they are faithful to the 
grace proven, they are in no danger of periſhing there- 
by: no not if they remain in that miſtake, till their 
lpirit is returning to God. 


C. But what hurt can it do todeal harſhly with 
them? 


4. Either they are mids or thev are not. IG 
they arc, it may de itroy their ſouls. This is no- 
thing impoſſible, no, nor improbable, It may lo 


en ragg or fo diſcourage them, that they will tink, 


ind rije no more. If chey are not miſtaken, it yn: * | 


- pr1EVE thule whom God bas not grieved, and do 


much hurt unto our own fouls, For undoubtedly 
te that toucheth them, toucheth as it were the 
apple of God's eye, If they are indeed full of his 
[pir.', to behave unkindly or contemptuouſly to 


them, is doing no little deſpite to the ſpirit of 


grace, Hereby Iikewile we feed and increaſe in 
ourfelyos evil furn: ling and many wrong tempers. 
To inſtance only one, W hat felf- lufficiency 18 
this, to {et ourlelves up for inquifitors-general, for 
pcrentptory judges in theſe deep things of God? 
Are we qualihed for the office? Can we Pronounce 


in all caſes, How far infirmity reaches? What 


may, and w hat may not be reſolved into it? What 
; may 


. 


Ought we not rather to grieve, to be deeph 
cerned, to let our eyes run down with tears? Here 
15 one who ſeemed to be a living proof of God's 


3 
may in all circumſtances, and what may not, conſiſt 
with perfect love? Can we preciſely determine, 


How it will influence the look, the geſture, the 


tone of voice? If we can, doubtleſs we are the 
men, and wiſdom fhail die with us. 

Q. But if they are diſpleaſed at our not believ- 
ing them, is not this a full proof againſt them ? 

A. According as that diſpleaſure is: if they are 
angry, it is a proof againſt them : ifthey are grieved, 
it is not. They ought to be gricved, if we dif- 
believe a real work of God, and thereby deprive 
ourſelves of the advantage we might have received 
from it. And we may canly miſtake this grief for 
anger, as the outward expreſſions of both are much 
alike, 

Q. But is it not well to find out thoſe, who fancy 
they have attained, when they have not? 

A. It is well to do it by mild, loving examina- 
tion. But it is not well to triummſ even over 


theſe. It is extremely wrong, if we fhnd ſuck an 


inſtance, to rejoice, as if we had found deen. 


power to fave to the utternoſt, but alas! It is not 


as we hoped ! He 1s weighed in the balance and 


found wanting! And is this matter of joy? Ought 
we not to rejoice a thouſand times more, if we 
can find nothing but pure love ? 


© But he is 3 What then? It is a 


harmleſs miſtake, while he feels nothing but 
love in his heart. It is a miſtake which generally 


argues great grace, an high degrec both of hohl 


nefs and happineſs, This fhould be a matter of 
real joy to all that are {imple of hear: : not: the mi! 


take itſelf, but the height of grace w hich for a 
time occaſions it. I rejoice that The foul is alw ay; 
happy in Chriſt, always full of prayer and thank!- 
giving. I rejoice that he tells no unholy temper 
but the pure love of God continually, And 1 
will rejoice, if {in is ſuſpended, till it is totally 
deſtroyed. 
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C. Is there no danger then! in 2 man's being thus 
A TE N E «a ; 4 
Not at the time that he feels no fin. There. 
as ee before, and there will be again, when 
hc comes into freth trials. But {o long as he feels 
yothing but love animating. all his thoughts, and 
words and act: ons, he is in no danger: he is not only 
happy. but fate, under the ſhadow of the Almighty. 
And. for God's ſake, let him continue in that love 
25 long as he cam: mean time, you may do well, 
to warn him of the danger that ww? 62, if his love 
grow cold and fin revive, even the danger of caſt- 
ing away hope, and ſuppoling, that, becauſe he 
hath not attained yet, therefore he never {hall. 
C. But what if none have attained it yet? What 
it all, who think ſo are deceived 7 
A. Convince me of this, and I will preach. | it 
no more. But underitand me rivht : I do not build 
any doctrine on this or that pe rlon. This or am- 
other man may be deceived, and I am not mov ed. 
Eut if there are none made perfect yet, God has 
not ſent me to preach perfection. 
Put a parallel caſe. For many years I have 
kd „There is a peace of God, which pal- 
feth all underſtanding.” Convince me, that this 
word has fallen to the ground, that in all theſe. 
years none have attained this peace, that there 1s 
no living witneſs of it at this day, and I will 
preach it no more, 


O, but ſeveral perſons have died inthat peace,” 


Pe rhaps ſo : but I want liv! ing witneſſes. I cannot 


indeed be infallibly certain, that this or that per- 
ſon is a witneſs. But if I were certain there are 
none ſuch, I muſt have done with this doctrine. 

* You miſunderſtand me, I believe ſome, who 
died in his love, enjoyed it long before their death, 
But I was not certain, that their former teſtimony 
was true, till ſome hours before they died.“ 

You has not an infallible certainty then, And 
4 reaſonable certainty you might habe had be- 


2 fore; 


(#3 


| fore; ſuch a cettainty, as might have quickened 
and comforted your own ſoul, and an{wered all 


other Chriſtian purpoſes. Such a certainty as this 
any candid perſon may have, {uppoſe there be any 


living witnefs, by talking one hour with that per- 


ſon in the love and fear of God. 

2. But what dces it ſignify, whether any have 
attained it or no, ſeeing fo many ſcriptures witnefs 
for it ? 

A. If I were convinced, that none in England 
had attained what has been ſo clearly and {trongly 
preached by ſuch a number of Preachers, in ſo 
many places, and for ſo long a time; I ſhould be 
clearly convinced, that we had all miſtaken the 
meaning of thofe {criptures. And therefore for 


the time to come, I too mult teach, ther © fin will 


remain till death.“ ; 

20. Inthe year 1762, there was a great increaſe 
of the word of God in London. Many, who had 
hitherto cared for none of theſe things, were 
deeply convinced of their loſt eſtate. Many found 


| redemption in the blood of Chriſt: not a few 


backthiders were healed. And a conſiderable num- 
ber of perſons believed, that God had ſaved them 
trom at! fn. Eaſily foreſeeing. that Satan would 
be endeavouring to ſow tares among the wheat, I 
took much pains to apprize them of the danger, 
particularly with regard to pride and enthufſraſm. 
And while I ſtayed in town, I had reaſon to hope 


they continued both humble and iober-minded. But 


almoſt as ſoon as I was gone. enthiufiafm broke in. 
Iwo or three began to take their own imagination 
for impreſſion from God, and thence to ſuppoſe, 
that they ſhould never dze. And theſe labouring 


to bring others into the ſame opinion, occafioned 


much noiſe and confuſion. Soon after, the ſame 
perſons, with a few more, ran into other extra- 


vagancies, fancying they could not be tempted, 


that they ſhould feel no more pain, and that they 
had the gift of propheſy, and of diſcerning of 
ſpirits. At my return to London in futurn, lome 

of 
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of them ſtood reproved; but others were got 


above inſtruction. Mean time, a flood of reproach 

came upon me almoſt from every quarter; from 

themſelves, becauſe I was checking them on all 

occaſions; and from others, * becauſe, they ſaid, 
did not check them.” However the hand of the 

Lord was not ſtayed, but more and more ſinners 

were convinced: while others were almoſt daily 

converted to God, and others enabled to love him 

with all their heart. | 

21. About this time, a friend at ſome diſtance 
from London wrote to me as follows: 

Be not over alaried. that Satan ſows tares 
among the wheat of Chriſt! It ever has been fo, 
elpccially on any remarkable out-pouring of his 
Spirit; and ever will be ſo, till he is chained up 
for a thouland years. Till then he will always 
a, and endeavour to countcrift the work of the 
tpirit of Chriſt. | | pO 

One melancholy k effect of this has been, that 
a world, who is always aflvep in the arms of the 
evil one, has ridiculed every work of the IIoly 
Spirit. | | 

But what can real Chritians do ? Why, if 
they would act worthy of themielves, they ſhould, 
:. Pray that every deluded ſoul be delivered. 2. 
Enudeavonr to reclaim them in the ſpirit of meek- 
nets; and laſtly, Take the utmoſt care, both by 
prayer, and watchfulneſs, that the deluſion of 
others may not leſſen their zeal in ſeeking after 
that untoerſ ts holineſs of foul, body, and {pirit, 
a ithout which no man ſhall! fee the Lerd, 5 

Indeed this compleat new creature is mere mad- 
noſs to u mad world. But it is not withitanding + 
the will and wifdow of God, May we all leek 
after it! 55 os 

But ſome who maintain this dottrine in i: 
fall extent, are too often guilty of limiting the 
Almighty, He diſpenſes his gifts juſt as he pleaſes ; 
therefore it is neither wiſe nor modeſt to affirm, 
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That a perſon muſt be a believer for any length 
of time, before he is capable of receiving a high 
degree of the fþirit of holineſs. | 
God's uſual method is one thing, but his 
fovereign pleaſure is another. IIe has wiſe reafons 
both for haſtening and retarding his work; fome- 
times he comes ſuddenly and unexpected; fome- 
times not till we have long looked for him. 
Indeed it has been my opinion for many 
years, that one great cauſe why men make ſo 
little improvement in the divine life, is their 
own cotaneſs, negligence, and unveltef, And yet I 


here ſpeak of belrevers. 


May the ſpirit of Chriſt give us a right judg- 


ment in all things, and fl! us with all the fulney of 


God, that ſo we may be perfect and entire, waning 
nothing.” 1 | | 

About the ſame time. five or {ix honeſt enthu- 
ſiaſts foretold the world was to end on the 28th of 


February. I immediately withſtood them, by 
every poſſible means, both in r and private. 

1 preached expreſsly upon th 

FWeſt-Street and Spittlefcids. I warned the Society, 


e ſubject, both at 


again and again, and ſpoke ſeverally to as many 
as I could: arid 1 faw the fruit-Of my labuur. 
They made exceeding few converts: I believe 


| ſcarce thirty in eur whole Society. Nevertheleſs 


they made abundance of noiſe, gave huge occaſion 


of offence to thole, who take care to improve to 
the uttermoſt every occaſion againſt me, and greatly 


increaſcd both the number and courage of tholc 
who oppoſed Chriſtian Perfection. 
22, Some queſtions, now publithed by one of 
thele, a ls a plain man to write the following 
« Queries,” humbly propoſed tothoſe who deny 
perfection to be attainable in this life. 


1. Has there not been a larger meaſure of the 


Holy Spirit given under the Goſpel, than under 
the Jewiſh diſpenſation? If not, in what ſenſe 
was the fpirit nat given before Chiilt was glorhHed? 
John vu. 39. 
2, Was 
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Was that glory wick folloued the ſu, ferings of 
cer. 1. Pet. 1. 11. an external glory, or an in- 
ternal, viz. the glory of holineſs? 

| Has God any wherein Scripture commanded 
us more than te has promiſed to us! 

. Are the pro: niſes of God reſpecting holineſs, 
to be fulfilled in this life, or only in the next ? 

Is a Chriſtian under any other laws than 
thoſe, which God promiſes to eite in our hearts ? 
Jer. xxX!. 31, &c, Heh. viii. 10. 

6. In wnat ſenſe is **the righteoufneſs of the 
law fulfilled in thoſe, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the Pen ? Rom. viii. 4. 

. impot! ible for any one in this life, t 
. "God with all ug heart, and mind, and fout, I 


frrength ? And is the Chriſtian 3 any law 


which is not fulfilled in this love ? | 
8. Does the ſoul's going out of the body effect it 
purification from i ndwelling {in ? 
If fo, is it not ſomething _ not the blood of 
Chrift. which cleanſ-th it from all fin ? 
10. it hs blood cleanſeth us from all tin, while 
the {oul ard body are united, is it not wn ths life? 
If when that union cgaſes; is it not 7 the 
next ? And is not this too late? | 
12. If in the article of death; what fituation is 


the ſoul in, when it is neither in the body, nor out 


of # 9 
. Has Chriſt any where 3 ut us to pray for 
a he never deſigns to give 

+4. Has he not taught us to pray, Thy will be 
done on earth as it ts 7 in Heaven? And ; iS it not 
done perfectly in heaven? | 

15. H 0, has he not taught us to pray for 
Hep cn earth Does he not then deſign to 

ve it? 

16. Did not St. Pau pray according to the will 
of God, when he praved that the Thefſeloniams 
might be fanified wholly, and preferoed (in Li:1s 
word, not the next, unlels he was praying for the 

dead) 
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dead) Na meli in body, foul, and ſpirit, unto the 
coming of Jef, Chrijt ? 

17. Do you 8 deſire to be freed from 
indwelling fin in this life? 8 

18. If you do, did not God give you that deſire ? 

19. If fo, did he not give it you to mock you, 


ſeince it is impoſſible it ſhould ever be fulklled ? 


20. If you have not hncerity enough even to 
delire it, are you not diſputing about matters too 
high * you ? 

21. Do you ever pray God to cleanſe the thou guts 
of your heart, that vou may perfectly love him ? 

22, If you neither deirre what vou ak, nor be- 


lieve it attainable, pray you not 4s a fon! praveth ! 9 
God help thee to conſider theſe queſt ions calmly 


and impartially : * 


In the latter end of this year, God called to 


ee that burning and ſhining light, Jane 


cooper. As ſhe Mas both a living and dying wit- 


= of Chriſtian Perfection, it will not be at all 


foreign to the lubject to 24d a mort account of her 
de ath, with one of her ow! letters, containing a 
plain and artlels relation of the manner wherein 
It pleated God to work that great eng in 
ner {oul. 

May 2 25 1761. 


«1 believe while memory remains in me, gra- 


rende will continue. From the time you preached 


on Gal. veg. J law clearly the true ſtate of my 


nl. That ſermon deſcribed my heart, and wh:: t 


it wanted to be truly happy. You read Mr. 
Aj—'; letter. and it deſcribed the religion which 
] dle! ired. From that time the prize appeared in 
View, and I wes enabled to fellow hard after it. 


'Þ. was xept * atching unto Prayer, ſometimes in | 
much Ciſtrefs. at other times in patient expettation 
of the blefling. For ſome days before you left 
London, my foul was ſtayed on a promile I had aj 


plied to me in praver, 1he Lord whom ye feek feral? 
* AAA 1 ceme 89 hes temple, I belies, d he would, 
and 
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and that he would fit there as a refner's fire. The 
Tueſday after you went, I thought I could not 
fleep, unleſs he r i his word that night, I 
never knew as J nr d then the force of theſe words, 
B. fill and know t1.at 1 avi God. Þ became nothing 
before him, and crjor dd perfect calmneis in my 
foul. I knew not, whether he had deſtruyed my 
fin; but I deifired to know, that I right praiſe 
him. Yet TI ſoon found the return of unbeli ef. and 
groaned, being burdened. On Wednelday I wen 
to London, and ſoughit the Lord without Cealtny. 
[ promiled, if he would fave me from fin. 1 would 
praiſe him. I could part with all things 10 I might 
win Chriſt. But! found all theſe ole 18 to be no- 
thing worth, and that if he faved me, it nut. be 
freely, for his own name's lake. On Thuriday L 
was io much tempted, that I thaught of deſtroying 
myſelf, or never converſing more with the people 
of God. And yet I had no doubt of his pardon- 
ing love: but, „t'was worſe than death my Gud 


to love, and not my God alone.” On Friday my 


diſtreſs was deepened. I endeavoured topray and 


could not. I went to Mrs. D. who prayed for 


me, and told me it was the death of nature. I 


opened the Bible, on The fearful and unvelieving 
fall have their part in the lake that burneth with 


Fre and brimſtone. I could not bear it. 1 — | 
again on Mark xvi. 6, 7. Be not afriguted : ye ferk 
Feſus of Nazareth—Go your way ; tell his dci: 


' ke goeth before you into Galilce: there all ye f 
him, I was encouraged and enabled to pray, be- 


Iieving I ſhould ſce jeſus at home. I returned 
that night and found Mrs. G. She prayed for me; 
and the Predeſtinarian bad no plea, but © Lord 
thou art no refpetter of perſons.” He proved hie 
was not, by ble lung me. I was in a moment en- 
abled to lay hold on Teſus, and found ſalvation 
by tunple faith. He allured we, the Lord, the king 
was ut the midſt of me. and that I mould [ec evil 
no more. Ino blelled him who had vifited and 

rede emed 


1 > - I — = 
. — "> 
cw — he 
i — EI ar * * —— 
” „ — — * - — * 


” — * — = — 
— by 2 a — 2 ——— 
rr — - * 2 
= — = _— — 


— _ 
of — —— 
a — ROY ——— — 
22 — I = > 
hay — — — 


PR — 


— — 


1 


\ 


redeemed me. and was become my eijdom, righ- 
tau friefs, | fanct: freatuon and redemption. 1 {aw Jeſus 
altugethcr lovely. and knew he was mine in all his 
allies. And. glory be to him! he now reigns in 
my hcart without a rival. I nd no will heat his. 
I teel no pride; nor any aflection but what is 
placed on him. I know. it is by faith I ſtand. and 
that watching unto praver muſt be the guard of 
faith, I am happy in God this moment. and I be— 
lieve for the next. | have often read the chapter 
zou mention, 's Cor. iii.) and compared my heart 
and life with it. In ſo doing. I feel my ſhort- 
« 0:nings, and the need I have of the atoning blood, 
Yet I dare not lay, I do not fecl a meaſure of the 
ivve there deſcribe d. though I am not all I ſha! 


Le, I defire to be loſt in that love which haffeth 


knowledge. I ſee the juft hall live by Faith ; and 
unto me, who am leſs [A the leaſt of all ſaints, 


is this grace given, If I were an archangel, 1 


mould veil my face before him, and let filence 
{peak his praiſe ! 12 
The following account is given by one who 


was an eye and ear witneſs of what ſhe relates. 


1. In the beginning of November, ſhe ſeemed to 


have a foreſight of what was coming upon her, 


and uſed W to ſing theſe words: 


«© When pain o'cr this weak fle ſh prevails, 
With lamb-like patience arm my breaſt.“ 


And when ſhe ſent to me, to let me know ſhe was 
ill, ſhe wrote in her note, I ſuffer the will of 
 Jefus. All he ſends is {weetened by his love, I 


am as happy as if I heard a voice ſay, 


« For me my elaer brethren ſtay, 
And angels beckon me away, 


And Jeſus bids me come!“ 


2. Upon my telling her. © I cannot chuſe life 
or death for you,” " the laid, I aſked the Lord, 
that 
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"IR if it was his will, I might die firſt, And he 
told me, vou ould furvive me, and that you 
ſhould cloſe my eyes.” When we perceived it 
was the ſmall-pox, I faid to her + My dear, you 
will not be frighted if I tell you what is your 


| diſtemper.” She laid, I cannot be frighted at hs 


will.” 

3. The diſtemper was ſoon very heavy upon her. 
But ſo much the more was her faith ſtrengthened, 
Tueſday, Nov. 19, ſhe faid to me, *I have been 
worſhipping before the throne in a | glorious man- 
ner. mv ſoul was ſo let into God.” 1 ſaid, „Did 
the Lord give; vou any particular promiſe? 2” No 


| replied ſhe: it was all 


That facred awe that dares not move 
And all the ſilent heaven of *. 


4. On Thurſday, upon my aſking, What have 


you to ſay to me ? She laid, Nas, nothing but 
What vou know already : God i is love: I alke d. 


« [Tave you any particular promiſe ?”” She rc- 
plied, „1 do not ſcem to want any, I can live 
without. 1 ſhall die a lump of deformity. but 
ſhall meet you all glorious. And mean time | 
ſhall {til have fellowſhip with your {pirit.” 

Mr. M. aſked. + what ſhe thought the moſt 


excellent way to walk in, and what where its chief 


hinderances ? She anſwered. + The greateſt hinder- 
ance 1s generally from the natural conftitution. _: 
was mine, to be reſerved, to be very quiet, to 
ſutfer much. and to ſay little. Some may think 
one way more excellent, and ſome another. But 
the thing is to live in the will of God, For ſome 
months paſt, when I have been particularly de- 
voted to this, I have felt fuch a guidance of his 


1vir:t, and the unction which I hace received from tlie 


Iſ9:y One hes lo twught me of all things. that I needed 
noe any man ould teach me, fave as this anointing 
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On Friday morning ſhe ſaid, «I believe I ſhall 
die.” She then ſat up in her bed and ſaid, © Lord, 
F blefs thee that thou art ever with me, and all 
thou haſt is mine. Thy love is greater than my 
weakneſs, greater than my helpleſſneſs, greater 
than my unworthineſs. Lord thou fayeſt to cor- 


ruption, Thou art my fiſter! And glory be to thee, 


O us, thou art my brother. Let me comprehend 


with all ſaints, the length, and breadth, and depth, 
and height of thy love! Blefts thele : (ſome that 
were prefent) let them be every moment exerciſed 


in all things, as thou wouldſt have them to be.“ 
-, Some hours after it ſeemed as if the agonres 


of death were juſt coming upon her. But her face 


were full of {miles of triumph, and ſhe clapped her 
hana» for jov. Mrs. C. ſaid, ++ Ny dear, you are 
more than conqueror. through the blood of the 
Lamb.” She anſwered, + Yes. O yes, ſweet Jeſus / 
O death, where is thy ſting!” She then lay as in 


à doe for ſome time. Afterwards ſhe {trove to 


ſpeak. but could not. However the teſtified her 
love, by ſhaking hands with all in the room. | 


g. Mr . then came. She faid, Sir, I did 


not know that I ſhould live to ſce vou. But lam 


glad the Lord has given me this opportunity, and 


Likee power to [peak to you. I love vou. Y ou 


have always preached the ſtricteſt doctrine; and I 


Loved to follow it. Do fo ſtilll. whoever is pleated 
or dilplcalcd,” He atked. ++ Do you avw believe 
vou arc faved from fin ?” She faid, + Ves; 1 


have had ro doubt of it tor many months. That 


Jever had. was becauſe 1 did not abide in the 


Faith. I now feel. I have kept the faith; and per- 


fett love caſteth out all fear. As to you, the Lord 


promiſed me, vour latter works ſhould excecd your 


former. though I do not live to fee 1t,—T have heen 
a great enthufaft, as they term it, theſe h months; 
but never lived ſo near the heart of Chrlſt in my 


Hie. Your Sic. deftre to comfort the hearts of 


ardreds, by following that fumpl'oty, your foul 
ens. 555 
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2. To one who had received the love of God 


under her prayer, ſhe ſaid, „I feet I have not fol- 


lowed a cunningly deviſed fable; for I am as happy 
as I can live. Do you preſs on, and ſtop not ſhort 
of the mark.” To Mils Mm—s ſhe ſaid, „Love 


Chriſt; he loves you. I believe I ſhall ſee you at 


the right hand of God. But as one far differ; 


frem anti- v ar in glory, fo Hall it be in the refur- 


»Fion, I charge you, in the preſence of God, 
weet me in that day all glorious within. Avoid 
all conformity to the world. You are robbed of 
many of your privileges, I know, I hall be found 
Llameleſs, Do vou labour to be found of him 2x 
Peace, without ſpot.” 

10. Saturday morning ſhe prayed nearly as fol- 
l»ws: +1 know, my Lord, my life is prolonged, 
only to du thy will. And though I ſhould never 
eat or drink more (ſhe had not ſwallowed any thing 
for vent eight and twenty hours) thy will be done, 
am willing to be kept fo a twelvemonth : Man 
dine, not by bread alone. I praiſe thee that there is 
nut a ſhadow of complaining in our ſtreets, In 
that ſenſe we know not what hckneſs means. In- 
deed, Lord, neither life nor death nor things preſent, 


nor things to come, no, nor any creature, ſhall jrparate 


us from thy love one moment, Bleſs theſe, that 
there mav be no lack in their fouls, I believe 


there ſhall not. I pray in faith.” | 


On Sunday and Monday ſhe was light-headed, 
but {ſenſible at times. It then plainly appeared her 
heart was {till in heaven. One ſaid to her, © Jeſus 


is our mark.“ She rephed, © I have but one mark, 


Jam all ſpiritual.” Miſs M. faid to her, © You 
dwell in God.“ She anfwered. © Altogether,” A 
perſon. aſked her. Do you love me?“ She ſaid, 
„O, I love Chriſt: I love my Chriſt,” "To ano- 


ther ſhe {aidl, I ſhall not long be here, Jelus is 
precious: very precious indeed.” She taid to Miſs 


M. The Lord is very good, He keeps my foul 


above all,” For fifteen hours before the died, the 


If | 8 | was 
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waz in ſtropg convulſions; her ſufferings were 
extreme. One ſaid, ** You are made perfect 
trough ſufferings.“ She faid, „More and more 
0.“ After lying quite ſome time, ſhe ſaid, © Lord, 
thou art ſtrong ! “ Then pauſing a conſiderable 
park, ſhe uttered her laſt words, “My Jeſus is 
ail in all to me: glory be to him through time and 
ternity.“ After this, ſhe lay ſtill for about half an 
tour, and then expired without a ſigh or groan, 

25. The next year, the number of thoſe who be- 
tteved they were ſaved from ſin, ſtill increaſing. I 


adged it necdful to publiſh, chiefly for their uſe, 


« Father Thoughts on Chriſtian Perfection.“ 

O. 1. How is Chrift the end of the law for rig hteonf- 
neſs to every one that believeth ? Rom. Xx. 4. 

A. In order to underſtand this, vou muſt under- 
Rand what law is here ſpoken of. And this I ap- 


prehend, is 1. The Moſaic law, the whole Moſaic 
:(penſetion : which St. Paul continually peaks of 
as one, though containing three parts, the political, 
moral, and ceremomial : 2. The Adamic law, that 


g1\ cen to Adam in innocence, properly called, «the 
las of works.” This is in {ſubſtance the ſame 


with the Angelic law, being common to angels 


and men. It required, that man ſhould uſe to the 


glory of God, all the powers with which he was 


created, Now he was created free from anv defect, 
either in his underſtanding, or his affections. "His 
body was then no clog to the mind: it did not hin- 
der his ap zprehe nding all things clearly, Judging 
truly concerning "Wt and reaſoning juſtly ; 
he realoned at all. I fav, If he realoned : oy for 
oillbly he did not. 
realoning, till his corraptible body preſſed down 
the mind. and impaireg its native faculties. Per- 
haps till then, tne mind law every truth that 
offered as directly, as the eve now ſecs the light. 

C onſeque ntly this law, pr; portioned to his ori- 
ginal powers, req wired that he C:onkd alw avs 
think. always Ip. F- anda way iſely right, 
in every point chat cr. to 1 


And 


Pe rhaps he had no need of 
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And God could not but require the ſervice, he 
was ablc to pay. 

But Adum fell: and his incorruptible body, . 
came corruptible : and ever ſince it is a clog to the 
ſoul, and hinders its operations. Hence, at pre- 
ſent no child of man can at all times apprehend 
clearlv. or judge truly. And where either the 
judgme nt or apprehention is wrong. it is impoſſible 
to reaſon juſtly, Therefore it is as natural for a 
man to miſtake as to breathe; and he can no more 
live without the one than without the other. Con- 
ſequently no man is able to perform the ſervice, 
which the Adamic law requires. 

And no man is oblige to perform it: God does 
not require it of any man. For Chrijt : the end of 
the Adamic, as well as the Moufaic law. By his death 
he hath put an end to both: he hath aboliſhed 
both the one and the other with regard to man; 
and the obligation to obſerve either the one or the 
other 1s vaniiked away, Nor 1s any man livin 
bound to obſerve the Adamic, more than the Mofai c c 
law. 


In the room of this, Chrift hath eſtabliſhed ano- 


ther, namely, The Law of faith. Not every one 


that doeth, but every one that believeth, now re- 
cerveth righteouſneſs, ; in the full ſenſe of the word, 
that is. he is juſtified, ſanctified, and glorified, 

. Are we then dead to the law? | 

| A. We are dead to the law, by the body of Chriſt 
given for us, Rom. vii. 4. to the Adamic, as well 
as Moſauc law. We are wholly freed therefrom by 
his death: that law expiring with him. 

. How then are we not without law to God, 

but * the law to Chrift ? 1 Cor. ix. 21. 

A. We are without that law. But it does not 


follow that we are without any law. For God has 


eſtabliſhed another law in its place, even the law 
of faith, And we are all under-this law to God and 


to Chriſt. Both our Creator and our Redeemer 


require us to obſerve it. 


F 2 Q. 4. 
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2. 4. Is love the fulfilling of this law ? 

A. Unqueſtionably it is, The whole law, under 
which we now are, is fulfilled by love, Rom. iii. 
9, 10. Faith working or animated by love, is all 
that God now requires of man. He has ſubſtituted 
not ſincerity, but) love, in the room of angelic 
ar” 

O. 5. How is love the end of the comme: anament f 
1 Tim. i. 5. | 

A. It 1s the end of every ä of God. 
It is the point aimed at by the whole, and every 
bart of the chriſtian inſtitution. The foundation 
15 faith, purifying the heart, the end love, pre- 
lerving a good conſcience, 

E. 6. What love is this ? 

A The loving the Lord our God with all our heart, 

nd, foul, and flrength : and the loving our netghe 
5. ur, every man as ourſelves, as our own ſouls, 

C. 7. What are the fruits or Properties of this 
love ? 


A. St. Paul informs us at lame, Love 1s long- ö 


offering. It ſuffers all the wickedneſs of the chil- 
dꝛen of the world. And that not for a little time 
only, but as long as God pleaſes, In all it ſees the 
hand of God, and willingly ſubmits thereto, 
Mean time it iskind. In all, and after all it ſuffers, 
1: 1% oft, mild, tender, benign. Love envieth not: 
it excludes every kind and degree of envy out of 
the heart : Love adteth not raſſily, in a violent head- 
ſtrons manner, nor paſſes any raſh or ſevere judg- 
ment. It doth not behave it ef indecently, i is not rude, 
does not att out of character: freket/, not her own 
ea{-. ple alte, honour or profit: 25 not provoked ? 

_e-pels all anger from the heart: thinketh no evil ; 
caſteth out all jealouſy, ſuſpiciouſneſs, readineſs to 
believe evil: rcoiceth not in iniguity, yea, W reps at 
the {in or folly of its bittered enemies; but re- 
qorceth in the truth, in the holineſs and happineſs 
of every child of man. Love covereth all things, 
ſneaks evil of no man; ochieveth al! things, that 
tend 
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tend to the advantage of another's character. I 
hopeth all things, whatever may extenuate the faults 
which cannot be denied, and it endureth all things, 
which God can permit, or men and devils inflict. 
This is the law of Chriſt, the perfect law, the law of 
liberty. 85 

8 And this diſtinction between the law of faith, 
(or love) and the law of works, 1s neither a ſubtle, 
nor an unneceſſary diſtinction. It is plain, eaſy, 
and intelligible to any common underſtanding. 


And it ts abſolutely neceſſary, to prevent a thou- 


ſand doubts and fears, even in thoſe who do walk 
in ve. L | | 

O. 8. But do we not in many things offend all, yea, 

A. In one ſenſe we do not, while all our tempers 
and thoughts, and words and works, ſpring from 
love. But in another we do, and ſhall do, more 
or lefs, as long as we remain in the body. For 
neither love nor the untction of the Holy One makes 
us infallible, Therefore through urfavoidable de- 


fe& of underſtanding, we cannot but miſtake in 


many things. And theſe miſtakes will frequently 
occaſion ſomething wrong, both in our temper, 
and words and actions. From miſtaking. his cha- 
rafter, we may love a perſon lefs than he really 
deſerves. And bv the fame miſtake we are una- 
voidably led to ſpeak or act with regard to that per- 
fon, in ſuch a manner as is contrary to this law, 
in ſome or other of the preceding inſtances. 

DQ. 9. Do we not then need Chriſt, even on this 
account ? | GE. Ds | | 

A. The holieſt of men ſtil! need Chriſt, as their 
prophet. as the light of the world. For he does not 
give them light, but from moment to moment: 
the inſtant he withdraws, all is darkneſs. They 


till need Chriſt as their king. For God does not 


give them a ſtock of holineſs. But unleſs they re- 
ceive a ſupply every moment, nothing but unho- 
ineſs would remain. They ſtill need Chriſt as 
heir prieſt, to make atonement fur their holy 

E 3 things, 
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things, Even perfect holineſs is acceptable to God 
only through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Q. 10. May not then the very beſt of men adopt 
the dying martyr's confeſſion, I am in myſelf no- 
thing but en, darkneſs, hell: but thou art my light, 
my holineſs, my heaven?“ 


A. Not exactly. But the beſt of men may ſay, 


« Thou art my light, my holineſs, my heaven, 
Through my union with thee, I am full of light, 

of holineſs and happineſs. And if I were left to 
myſelf. I ſhould be nothing but fin, darkneſs, hell.“ 


But to procced. The beſt of men need Chriſt 


as their prieſt, their atonement, their advocate 
with the Father; not only as the continuance of 
their every bleſſing depends on his death and inter- 
ce ſſion, but on account of their coming ſhort of 


the law of love. For every man living does ſo. 


You who feel all love, compare yourſelves with the 
preceding deſcription. Weigh yourſelves in this 
balance, and ſce if you are not wanting in many 
particulars. 

Q. 11, But if all this is confiſtent with chriſtian 
Perfection, that perfection is not freedom from all 
un: ſecing fin 25 the tranſgrefſion of the law. And 
the perfect tranſgreſs the very law they are under, 


Beiides, they nced the atonement of Chriſt. And 


he is the atonement of nothing but ſin. Is theu 
the term ſinleſs perfection proper ? 

A. It is not worth diſputing about. But obſery e, 
in what ſenſe the perſons in queſtion need the 


atonement of Chriſt. They do not need him to 


reconcile them to God ae: for they are recon- 
ciled. They do not need him to reſlore the favour 
of God, but to continue it. He does not Procure 
pardon for them anew, but ever /iveth to make inter- 
ceſion for them. And by one offering, he hath her- 
felted for ever them that are Hindcliſted, Heb. x. 24. 
For want of duly conhdering this, ſome deny, 
that they need the atonement of Chriſt. Indeed 
excecding few : I do not remember to have found 
five of them in £EAurland Of the two, I would 
ſooner give up perfection. But we need not give 
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up either one or the other. The perfection I hold, 


Love rejoiciug ever more, praying without ceafing, and 


in every thing giving thanks, is well conſiſtent with 
it: if any hold a perfection, which is not, they 
mult look to it. 
Q. 12. Does then Chriſtian Perfe&ion imply 
any more than fencerity ? ; 
A, Not if you mean by that word, love filling 
the heart, expelling pride, anger, deſire, ſelf-will; 
rejoicing evermore, praying without ceaſing, and 
in every thing giving thanks. But I doubt- few 
uſe fincerity in this ſenſe. Therefore I think the 
old word 1s beſt. 
A perſon may be fincere, who has all his natural 
tempers, pride, anger, luſt, ſelf-will. But he is 


not perfect, till his heart is cleanſed from theſe, and 


all its other corruptions. | 

To clear this point a little farther: I know many 
that love God with all their heart, He is their 
one deſire, their one delight, and they are con- 
tinually happy in him. They love their neighbour 


as themſelves. They feel as lincere, fervent, con- 


{tant a deſire for the happineſs of every man, good 


or bad, friend or enemy, as for their own. They 


rejoice evermore, pray without ceaſing, and in- 


everything give thanks. Their ſouls are continually 


ſtreaming up to God, in holy joy, prayer, and 
praiſe, This is a point of fact: and this is plain, 


found, ſcriptural experience. 


But even theſe ſouls dwell in a ſhattered body, 


and are fo preſt down thereby, that they cannot 


always exert themſelves as they would, by think - 
ing, ſpeaking, and acting preciſely right. For want 
of better bodily organs, they muſt at times think, 
peak, or act wrong; not indeed through a defett 
of love, but through a defect of knowledge. And 
while this is the caſe, notwithſtanding that defect, 
and its conlequences,. they fulhl the law of 
love. ns | 
Yet as even in this caſe, there is not a full con- 
formity to the perfect law, ſo the moſt perfett do 
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on this very account, need the blood of atone- 
ment, and may property for themſelves, as well as 


ay, Forgive us our treſpaſſes. 

2. 13. But if Chriſt has put an end to that law, 
what need of any atonement for their tranſgreſſing 
it ? | 

A. Obſcrve in what ſenſe he has put an end to 
it, and the difficulty vaniſnes. Where it not for 


the abiding merit of his death, and his continual. 


interceſſion for us, that law would condemn us ſtill. 
Thefe therefore we itil] need, for every tranſgreſ- 


non of it. | 


O. 14. But can one that is ſaved from fin be 


tempted? 5 


A. Yes: for Chriſt was tempted. 

Q. 15. However, what you call temptation, I 
call the corruption of the heart. And how will 
you diftinguiſh one from the other ? 

A. In ſome caſes it is impoſſible to diſtinguiſh, 
without the direct witneſs of the ſpirit. But in ge- 
neral one may diſtinguiſh thus : 

One commends me. Here is a temptation to 

ride, But inſtantly my foul is humbled before 
God. And I feel no pride: of which Lamas ſure, 
as that pride is not humility. 8 

A man ſtrikes me. Here is a temptation to an- 

ger. But my heart overflows with love. And J 


- 


feel no anger at all: of which I can be as ſure, as 


that love and anger arc not the fame. 

A woman ſolicits me, Here 1s a temptation to- 
Tuſt. But in the inſtant I fhrink back. And I 
feel no deſire or luſt at al! : of which I am as ſure, 
as that my hand is cold or hot. 

Thus it is, if I am tempted by a preſent object: 
and it 1s juſt the ſame, if when it is abſent, the de- 
vil reeals a commendation, an injury, or 2 woman 
to my mind. In the inſtant the foul repels the 
temptation, and remains filled with pure love. 


And the difference is ſtill plainer, when I com- 


pare my preſent ſtate with my palt, wherein I felt 
temptation and corruption too. 
| L. 16. 
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D. 16. But how do you know, that you are 
ſanctified, ſaved from your mbred corruption? 

A, I can know it no otherwiſe than I know that 
J am juſtified. Hereby know we that we are of God, 
in either ſenſe, by the ſpirit he hath given us. 

We know it by the witneſs, and by the fruit of the 
ſpirit. And firſt, by the witneſs, As when we 
were juſtified, the Spirit bore witneſs with our ſpirit, 
that our fins were forgiven, ſo when we were ſanc- 
tified, he bore witneſs, that they were taken away. 
Indeed the witnels of ſanctification is not always 


clear at firſt; (as neither is that of juſtification) 


neither is it afterward, always the fame, but like 
that of juſtification, ſometimes ſtronger and ſome- 
times fainter, Vea, and ſometimes it is withdrawn, 
Yet in general, the latter teſtimony of the Spirit 
is both as clear and as ſteady as the former. 

Q. 17. But what need is there of it, feeing ſanc- 
tification is a real change, not a relative only, like 
juſtification? 

A. But is the new- birth a relative change only ? 
Is not this a real change? Therefore if we need 
no witneſs of our ſanctification, becauſe it is a real 
change, for the ſame reaſon we ſhould need none, 
that we are born of or are the children of God. 

Q. 18. But does not ſanttification ſhine by its 
own light ? 

A. And does rot the ned too? Some- 
times it does, And ſo does ſanctification: at others 
it does not. In the hour of temptation Satan 
clouds the work of God, and injects various doubts 
and reaſonings, eſpecially in thoſe who have either 
very weak or very ſtrong underſtandings. At 
ſuch times there is abſolute need of that witneſs: 
without which the work of {anftification, not only 
could not be diſcerned, but could nolonger fubfitt. 


| Were it not for this, the ſoul could not then abide 


in the love of God: much lefs could it rejoice 
evermore, and in every thing give thanks. In 
theſe circumſtances therefore, a direct 8 
that we arc lanctified is neceſſary in the igheſt 
degree. | .66 But 
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& But I have no witneſs, that I am ſaved from 
fin. And yet I have no doubt of it.” Very well. 
As long as you have no doubt, it is enough: 
when you have, you will nced that witneſs. | 

D. 19. But what Scripture makes mention of 
any ſuch thing, or gives any reaſon to expect it? 

A. That Scripture, 1 Cor. tt. 12, We have 
received not the ſpirit that is of the world. but the 
Spirit which 1s of God, that we may know the 
_ things, which are freely given us of God. 


Now ſurely ſan&ificatron is one of the things, 


which are freely given us of God. And no pothble 


reaſon can be aſſigned, why this ſhould be ex- 


cepted, when the Apoſtle, ſays, IWe recerve e 

. Spirit for this very end, that we may know tie 
things, which are thus freely given us, 

Ils not the ſame thing implied in that well- 

known Scripture, Rom. vin. 15. ſhe ſpirit fel} 

witneffeth with our ſpirit, tat we are the children of 

God? Does he only witneſs the want of this 


to thoſe, who are children of God in the loweſt 


ſenſe? Nay, but to thoſe alſo, who are ſuch in 


the higheſt ſenſe. And does he not witneſs, that 


they are ſuch in the higheſt ſenſe ? What reaſon 
have we to doubt it ? BE 
What if a man were to afhrm, (as indeed many 


do) that this witneſs belongs only to the higheft 


claſs of Chriſtians? Would not you anſwer, 
The Apoſtle makes no reſtriction. Therefore 


doubtleſs it belongs to all the children of God. 


And will not the ſame anſwer hold, if any affirm, 

that it belongs only to the loweſt claſs? 
Conſider likewiſe, 1 John v. 19, We know that 
we are of God, How? By the Spirit that he hath 
given us, Navy, hereby we know that he abideth in 
us. And what ground have we, either from Scrip— 
ture or reaſon, to exclude the witneſs, any more 
than the fruit of the Spirit, from being here in- 
tended ? By this then allo we know that we are of 
Cod, and in what ſenſe we are lo ; whether we are 
e - babes, 


| - 
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bahes, young men or fathers, we know in the 
lame manner. 
Not that I affirm, that all young men, or even 
fathers. have this teſtimony every moment. There 
may be intermiſſions of the direct teſtimony that 


they are thus born of God. But thoſe inter- 


miſſions are fewer and ſhorter as they grow up in 
Chriſt. And ſome have the teſtimony both of 
their juſtification and ſanctification, without any 
intermiſſion at all: which I preſume more might 
have, did they walk humbly and cloſely with 
God. 

O. 20. May not ſome of them have a teſtimony 
from the Spiri:, that they ſhal! not finally fall 
from God. 

A. They may. And this perſuaſion, that neither 
life nor death hall ſeparate them from Him, far from 
being hurtful. may in ſome circumſtances be ex- 
tremely uſeful, Theſe therefore we ſhould in no 
wiſe grieve, but earneſtly encourage them, to ho{d_ 
the beginning of their confidence ftedfaſt to the end. 

. 21, But have any a teſtimony from the 
Spirit. that they ſhall never n? 

J. We know not what God may vouchſafe to 
ſome particular perſons. But we do not find any 
general ſtate deſcribed in Scripture, from which a 
man cannot draw back to tin. It there were any 
ſtate wherein this was impoſſible, it would be that 
of theſe who are fanttified, who are Fathers in 
Chrijt. who rejoice evermore, pray without ceafing, and 
in every thing give thanks. But it is not impoſſible 
for theſe to draw back. They who are fandifed, 
vet mav fall and periſh, Heb. x. 29. Even 
Fathers in ( Ariſt, need that warning. Love not the 


world, 1 John ii. 15. They who reoce, pray, and 


give thanks without ceafing, may nevertheleſs quench 
the Spirit, i Theſ. v. 16, &c. Nay, even they 


who Ir ſealed unto the day of redemption, may yet 


grieve the Holy Yfrrit of God, Eph, v. 30. 
Although therefore Cod may give ſuch a wit- 
ncls to foi? e perſons, yet it is not to be 


expetted 
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expected by Chriſtians in general, there being no 


Scripture whereon to ground ſuch an expectation, 


2. 22. By what fruit of the ſpirit may we know 
that we are of God, even in the higheſt ſenſe ? 

A. By love, joy, peace always abiding ; by 
invatioble lng-ſuffering, patience, refignation ; 
by geutleneſs, triumphing over all provocation; 
by goodneſs, mildneſs, ſweetneſs, tenderneſs of 
ſpirit; by fidelity, fimplicity, godly ſincerity; 
by merkneſs. calmneſs, evenneis of r by 
temperance, not only food and fleep, but in Wall 
things natural and ſpiritual. 

Q. 23. But what great matter is there in this? 
Have we not all this when we are juſtified? 

A. What! Total reſignation to the will of God, 
without any mixture of ſelf-will ? Gentleneſs, with- 
out any touch of anger, even the moment we are 
provoked? Love to God, without the leaſt love 
to the creature, but in and for God, excluding al/ 

ride? Love to man, excluding all envy, all 
jealouſy, and raſh judging? Meeknefs, keeping 


the whole foul inviolably calm? And temperance 


in all things? Deny that any ever came up to 


this, if you pleaſe ; but do not wy all who are 
juſtified do. 


Q. 24. But fone who arc newly juſtified do: 
what then will vou ſay to theſe? 
A. If they really do. I will fay, they are ſanc- 


tified, ſaved from fin in that moment : and that 


they never need loſe what God has given, or feel 
fin any more. | 

But certainly this is an exempt caſe, It is 
otherwiſe with the generality of thoſe that are 
juſtified? They feel in themſelves more or los 
pride, anger, felf-will, a heart bent to backlliding. 


And till they have gradually mortified theſe, 


they are not fully renewed m love. 
2. 25. But is not this the cale of all that are 
juſtified 2 Do they not gradually die to ſin and 


grow in grace, till at, or perhaps a little before 
death, God perfects them in love ? 


A. F 
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A. I believe this is the cafe of moſt, but not all. 

God uſually gives a conſiderable time for men 
to receive light, to grow in grace, to do and ſuffer 
his will before they are either juſtified or ſanctified. 
But he does not invariably adhere to this. Some- 
times he cuts hort His work, He does the work of 
many years in a few weeks: perhaps in a week, a 
day, an hour. He juſtifies or lanclißes both thoſe 
who have done or ſuffered nothing, and who have 
not had time for a gradual growth either in /ight 
or grace, And may he not do what he with with his 
eu'n? 1s thine eye evil, becauſe hees good? | 

It need not therefore be affirmed over and over, 
and proved by forty texts of Scripture, either that 
molt men are perfetted i in love at laſt, that there 
is a gradual work of God in the foul; or that, 
ge erally (peaking, it is a long line. even many 
years, before fin is deſtroyed. All this we know. 
But we krow likewiſe, that God may, with man's 
good leave, cut fhort his work, in whatever Famed 
he pleaſes, and do the uſual work of many vears 
in a moment, Ile does fo, in many inſtances. 
And vet there is a gradual work, both before and 
after that moment. So that one may afhrm. the 
work is gradurl. another. it is inftant aneous, with- 

ut any manner of contradiction. 

J. 26. Does St. Paul mean any more by —_ 
feal- 4 with the git et, than being renewed in love 

J. Perhaps in one place, 2 Cor. i. 22, he FIR 
not mean ſo mach. - But in another, Eph. i. 19, he 
{eerns to include both the fruit and the witneſs ; 
and that in a higher degree than we experience, 
even. when we are hrit renewed i in love, God ſealetn 
1s. rotth the irie of promiſe, by giving us the full 
fur ner of he. - tiuchQ a confidence of receiving 
all the promiſes of Gd, as excludes the pollibility 
of doubiing : with that Holy Hhlrit, by univerſal 
holineſs, ſtamp: ing the whole image of Gd un cur 
Hearts. - 


2. 27. But how can thoſe who are e thus feat, 


gricvs LLC Flt; Sprit of God 
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love, and thereby emp tied of tin: whereas theſe 
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4. St. Paul tells you very particularly. 1, By 
ſuch erte bre as is not profitable, not to the 
uic of edifying, not apt to miniſter grace to the 
hearers; 2. By relapſing into bitterneſs or want of 
kindneſs; g. By wrath, laſting di ſpleaſure, or want 
of tender-heartedneſs; 4. By : anger. however Hon 
it is over, want of inſtantly forgiving one ano her; 


By clamour or brawling, loud, harſh, rough 


Freaking ; 6. By evil- -ſpearing. whiſpering, tale- 
bearing ; needleſs ly mention! ng the fault of an 
8 perſon, though i in ever fo ſoft a manner. 

. 28, What do you think of thoſc in London, 
wiio ſeem to have been lately renewed in love? 


A. There is eee very peculiar 1 in the ex- 


perience of the greateſt part of them. One world 
expect, that a bel never mould firſt be filled with 


[ 


Po 


were emptic ch of hin fir it, and then filled with love. 
Perhaps it plealed God to work in this manner. to 
make his work more plain and undeniable: and 
to diſtinguiih it nor elena fem that Overiiow - 
ing love, which is often felt even in a juſtificd 
tate. | 

[t N likewiſe moſt agreeable to the great 
wromile, Ezek. XxX XVI. 23, 26. From all your fil- 
thinsfs f att chu Ye vo. a nei heart alſo u all J 
glue Jul, ama 2 en ee will 7 1 itt Wall a You. 

But I do not thios of them al! alike : there is a 
wide dtiIerciuce A one of tiem and athens, 


Ni 


I think moſt of them with whoa 1 have ſpoken. 
have much taith, love, joy, and peace. Some of 


theie | believe are reno ed in los e, and have the 
direct wr! tinefs of it: and they inanitelt the fruit 
above ab 4 in * their words and actions. 
Now = 2 man all this what he will. It is 
what I call 7 rf, (el, 

Bit {ume who } 4Ve mich love, peace. and jou, 
vet ee not the 4 ct witnels. Arid Gthers who 


| ink © the have, arc neverticieſs manifeſtly want- 


ing in the fruit, IId many I will not lav: per- 
1. 


haps one in ten, perk apo WOE or fewer. But 


1e 
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fome ate undeniably wanting, in long-ſuffering. 
chrittian reſignation. They do not ſee the har & 
of God in whatever occurs, and cheerfully em- 
brace it. They do not in every thing give thanks, 
and! ejoico evermore. They are not print at 
jeaſt not always . py. For ſometimes they com- 
plein. They lay, + This or that is hard *” 

Some are wanting in een?lencſs, They reſiſt 
evi, inſtead of türning the other cheek. Thev 
do not receive reproach with gentleneſs; no, nor 
even reproof, Nay key are not able to bear con- 

race! On, without the appcarunce, at Icaſt. of re- 
Pers it If thev are reproved, or contradicted, 


thoug h wildl,, thev (© not t . it w ell. They 


behave With more diſtance and refſcrve than they 
did before. If ther art weproved or contradicted 
narſniy . they antwer it with harfhnefs; with a 
lond voice, or with an angry. tone, or in a fharp 
and ſurly manner. They ſpeak ſharply or roug'l\y, 
when they reprove otuers, and behave roughly 
to their inferiors. 

Some are wanting in go-dneſs, They are not 


kind, mild, ſweet, amiable, ſoft, and loving at all 


times, in their ſpirit, in their words, in their look. 
and air, in the . hole tenor of their behaviour; 
and that to all,! hagh and low, rich and poor, with- 
Clit re pet of pe: lens: part: ularly to them that 
are out of the wav, to ©ppofers, and to thoſe of 
their own houthoiga, They do not long, ſtudy, en- 


deavour by every mcans. to make all about them 


happy. They can lec them uneaſy, and not be 
concerned: 3 they make them lo; and 
then wipe their mouths and lay, & WW hy. they 
deſerve it: it is their own fault.“ 

Some are wanting in fidelity, a nice regard to 


truth. limplicity, and go dly ſincerity. Their love 


is hardly without d ation: ſomething like guile 


is found in their mouth. Lo avoid roughnels, 
they lean to the other extreme, They axe {mocth 


to an exceſs, ſo as ſcarce to avoid a degree of 


taw ning, or of {ſeeming to mean what they do not. 
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Some are wanting in meekneſs, quictneſs of 
ſpirit, compoſure, everineſs of temper. They are 
up and down, ſometimes high, ſometimes low: 
their mind is not well balanced. Their affections 
arc either not in due proportion they have too 
much of one, too little of another: or they are 
not duly mixed and N toge ther, ſo as to 


courterpoiſe each other, Hence there is often a 


jar, Their ſoul is out of = and cannot mare 
the true harmony, 


Some are wanting in temperance, They do not 


teanily uſe that kind and dey gree of food, which 
they know, or might know. would moſt conduce 
tc the health, ſtrength, and vigour of the body. 


Or they are not temperate in llecp: they do not 


rigorduſly adhere to what is beſt both for body and. 
mind, Otherwiſe they would conſtantly go to 
bed and riſe .carly, and at a fixt hour. Or they 
jup late, which is eter good for body, nor ſoul, 

Or they uſe neither faſting nor abſtinence. Or they 
prefer (which. is fo many ſorts of intemperance) 


that preaching, reading, or converſation, which 
gives them tranſient joy and comfort, before that 


which brings godly {orrow, or infrution in righ- 
teouſneſs, Such joy is not ſanctiſied: it does not 
tend to and terminate in the cruciſixion of the 


heart. Such faith doth not centre in God, but 


rather in itſelf. 
So far all is plain. believe you have faith, ind 
ove. and Joy, and peace. You who are particu- 


larly concerned, know each for yourſelf, that you 


zie wanting in the reſpect above-mentioned. 
Y on are wanting either in long-ſullering, gentle- 


pels or goodneſs: either in lidelity, m_— or 


temperance.“ Let us not then, on either hand, 


ky It about words. In the thing we clearly agree. 


You have rot what I call perfection. If others 
will call it fo, they mav. However hold faſt 
what vou have, and earneſtly pray tor what vou 
þave not. 

1 29. Can thoſe uho are pen ſect grow in grace ? 

4. Undoubtedly 


/ 


7 9 Ip ry 


Pm. 


| 
: 
' 


( 
of 


* 


7 — bo * 


. 

A, Undoubtedly they can. And that not only 
* hile they are in tlie body, but to all eternity. 

2. 30. Can they fall from it ? 

i. I am well atired they can, Matter of fact 
puts this beyond diſpute. Formerly we thought, 
one ſaved from fin could not fall. Now, we know 
the contrary. We are turrounded with initances 
of thoſe, who lately experienced all that I mean 
by perfection. They had both the fruit of the {p1- 
rit and the itunes. But they have now loſt both. 


Neither does any one ftand, by virtue of any thing 


that is implied in the nature of the ſtate. There 
is no ſuch ler)! or ſtrengthi of holineſs, as it is im- 
pollihle to fall from. If there be any that cannot 
full, this wholly depends on the promiſe and faith- 
fulnels oi God. | 

2. 31. Can thoſe who fall from this tate re- 


cover i? 


A. Why not? We have many faces of this 

alſo, Nay, i it is an exceeding common thing, for 

erſons to loſe it more than once, before they are 
eſtabliſhed therein. 

It is therefore to guard them who are ſaved from 
n, from every os cation of ſtumbling, that F give 

ine following advices. But firſt 1 ſhall {peak 
plainly cence rning the work it elf. 

L eltcem this late work to be of God : probably, 
the greateſt now upon earth, Yet like all others, 
tits alſo is mixed with much human fr railty. But theſe 
Weakneſſes are far leſs. than might have been ex- 


peſt; and onght to have been joyfully borne by 


al! that loved 1 followed after rishteoulneſs. 
Inat there have been 4 few weak, warm-headed 
men, is no reproach to the work itfelf, no juſt. 
ground for acc uling a nuultitude of loher-minded 
men. who are patterns of tritt holineſs. Yet 
fr: alt contrar y to what ought to have been) the op- 
polition is great; the he Ips few. Hereby many are 

nindercd from ſceking faith and holinels by 8 


falſe zeal of others: : an Foy ne who at fiſt began 


To Tur: well, Arc turned out 0 tr W 4V, 
| 0 3: | L. 22 


* 


419 

0. 32. What is the firſt advice that you would 
give them? 

A. Watch and pray continually againſt pride, 
If God has caſt it out, ſee that it enter no more ; 
it is full as dangerous as deſire. And you may 
Aide back into it unawares : eſpecially if you think 


there is no danger of it, © Nay, but I aſcribe all 


I have to God. So you may, and be proud never- 
theleſs. For it is pride, not only to alcrihe any 
thing we have to ourielves, but to think we have 
v hat vc really have not. Mr. IL for inſtance, 
aicribed all the light he had to God, and ſo far he 
was humble. But then he thought he had more 
light than any man living. And this was palpable 
ride, So you alcribe all the knowledge you have 
to God; and in this re ſpect you are humble, But 
if vou think you have more than vou really have : 
or if you think you are lo taught of God, as no 
longer to need man's teaching, pride lieth at the 


door. Yes, you have need to be taught, not only 


by Mr. =, by one another, by Mr. A d, 
r me, but by the weakeſt Preacher in London: 


Vea, by all men. For God ſendeth by whom he 


will ſend. 


Do not therefore ſay to any who would adviſe 


0! Teprove you, + You are blind: you cannot teach 
* * 


me. Do not lay „Ihis is your wildo: un, your car- 


nel reaßeu: but calmly weigh the thing before 


G04. 

Aways remember, much grace does not imply 
mich lighs, Theſe do not always go together. 
AS Sh ma; be much light, where there is little 
love. ſo there may be much lov e, Where there is 
little light, The heart has more heat than the 
eve; vet it cannot ſce. And God has vwilely 
tempered the members of the body together, that 
none may lay to another, I have no need of 
thee.““ 

Jo imagine none can teach vou, ba thole who 
are themieives ſaved from tin, is a very great and 
dangcrous Witake, Give not place to it for a 


MOnient, 
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moment. It would lead you into a thouſand other 
miſtakes, and that irrecoverably. No: Dominion 
is not founded _-=_ grace, as the madmen of the laſt 
age talked. Obey and regard them that are over 
you in the Lord, and do not think, you know better 
than them. Know their place, and your own : 
always remembering, much love does not unply 
much light, 
The not obſerving this has led ſome into many 
miſtakes, and into the appearance, atleaſt, of pride. 
O beware of the appearance, and the thing. Let 
there be in you that lowly mind, which was in Chrift 
Feſus. And be ye hikewile cloathed with humility, 
Let it not only fill, but cover you all over. Let 
modeſty and ſelf-diffidence 13 in all your 
words and actions. Let all you ſpeak and do ſhew, 
that you are little, and baſe, and mean, and vile 
in your own eyes. | 5 
As one inſtance of this, be always ready to own 
any fault you have been in. If you have at any 
time thought, ſpoke, or acted wrong, be not back- 
ward to acknowledge it. Never dream that this 
will hurt the cauſe of God ; no, it will further it. 
Be therefore open and frank, when you are taxed 
with any thing: do not ſeek either to evade or 


diſguiſe it. But let it appear juſt as it is. and you 


will thereby not hinder, but adorn the geſpel. 
2. 33. What is the ſecond advice, which you 
would give them ? | | | | 
A. Beware of that daughter of pride, ent u 
O keep at the utmoſt diſtance from it: give no 
place to an heated imagination. Do not haſtily 
a\cribe things to God. Do not eaitly {uppole 
dreams, voices, impreſhons, viſions, or revela- 


tions to be from God. They may be from him, 


They may be from nature. They may be from the 
devil. Therefore believe not every ſpirit, but try the 


ſpirits whether they be of God. Try all things by 


the written word, and let all bow down before 
it. You arc in danger of enthuſiaſm every hour, 
if you depart ever lo little from ſcripture: yea, or 

* | from 


(.. 0. 


from the plain literal meaning of any text, taken 


in connexion With the context. And lo you arc, 
if you deſpiſe or lightly eſteem reaſon, knowledge, 
or human learning : every one of which 1s an 
excellent gift of God, and may {ſerve the nobleſt 
en 

adviſe you, never to uſe the words. w:/dom, 
rs or knowledge, by way of reproach. On the 
contrary, pray that you yourſelf may abound in 
them more and more. If you mean worldly wil- 


dom, nwſcles knowledge, falſe reaſoning; lay ſo: 


and throw away the chail but not the whess: 
One general inlent to enthufiaſm is. expecting 


the end without the means; the expecting 3 Kno ) - 


ledge, for inſtance, without ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, and conſulting the children of God: the 
expecting ſpiritual ſtrength w ithout conftant 
prayer, and ſteady watchfulnefs: the expecting 
any bleſſing without hearing the word of God 
at everv c aus * 


Some have been ignorant of this device of 


Satan. They have left oft ſearching the Scriptures. 
They ſaid. God writes all the Scripture on my 
heart. Therefore I have no need to read it. 
Others thought, they had not ſo much need of 
hearing, and grew fo flack in attending the morn- 
ing Preaching, O take warning, you who are 
concerned herein. You have liſtened to the voice 
of a ſtranger, Fly back to Chriſt, and keep in the 
good old way, which was once delivered to the 
Saints © : the way that even a heathen bore teſti— 
mony of, That the Chriſtians roſe early every 
day to ſing hymns to Chrilt as God.” 
The very deſire of prow!ng in grace may fome- 
times be an inlet of enthuſiaf m. As it continually 
| leads us to ſeek new grace, it may lead us unawares, 
to ſeek ſomething elſe new, befide new degrees of 
love to God and man. So it has led ſome to ſeek 
and fancy they had received gifts of a new K ud, 
after a nc heart. as 1. The loving God with at 11 
our mind, 2. W ich all dur foul. 2 3 With all our 
Itrength, 
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Rrength, 4. Oneneſs with God, 5. Oneneſs with 
Chriſt, 6. Having our life hid with Chriſt in God, 
7. Being dead with Chriſt, 8. Riſing with him, g. 
The fitting with him in heavenly places, 10. The 
being taken up into his throne, 11. The being in 
the new Jeruſalem, 12. The ſeeing the tabernacle 
of God come down among men, 19. The being 
dead to all works, 14. The not being liable to 
dcail:, pain, or grief, or temptation. l | 
One ground of many of thele miſtakes is, the 
taking every freſh ſtrong application of any of 
theſe ſcriptures to the heart, to be a giſt of a new 
kind : not knowing that ſeveral of theſe ſcriptures 
are not fulfilled yet; that moſt of the others are 
fulfilled when we are juſtified; the reſt, the mo- 
ment we are ſanctificd. It remains only, to ex- 
perience them in higher degrees, This is all we 
have to expect. SY 
Another ground of theſe, and a thouland mil- 
takes is, the not conſidering deeply, that love is 
the higheſt gift of God, humble, gentle, patient 
love : that all viſions, revelations, ee dee 
whatever, are little things compared to love: and 
that all the gifts above-mentioned are either the 
ſame with, or infinitely inferior to it. | 
It were well you ſhould be thoroughly ſenſible 
of this: the heaven of heavens is love. There is 
nothing higher in religion: there is, in effect, no- 
thing elſe: if you look for any thing but more love, 
you are looking wide of the mark, you are getting 
out of the royal way. And when you are aſking 
others, have you received this or that bleſhng ? It 
you mean any thing but more lone, you mean Wrong; 
you are leading them out of the way, and putting 
them upon a falſe ſcent. Settle it then in yaur 
heart ; that from the moment God has faved you 
from all fin, you are to aim at nothing more, but 
more of that love deſcribed in the thirteenth of 
the Corinthians. Lou can go no higher than this, 
till you are carried into Avraham's boſom. 
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I fav yet again, beware of en/huſnſm., Such is, 
the imagining you have the gift of brophefyiny 7, Or 
of diſcerning of ſpirits, which ] do not believe one 
of you has ; no, nor ever had yet. Beware of 
judging people to be either rig zut or wrong. by 
your own fee/r1gs, This is no ſcriptural way of 
mudging. O kee cp cloie to {he law and the tefttmony ! 

Q. 34. What is . ic third ? | 

A. Beware of 1uttmnonaanfin. making vo!d the 
Late, or any part of it !nrough faich. Enthutialn 
raturally leads to this : indeed they can ſcarce be 
ſeparated. This may ftcal upon you in a thoufand 
forms, ſo that you cannot be too watchful againit 
it, Take hced of every thing, whether in prin- 
ciple or practice, which has auy tendency thereto. 
Fven that great truth, that Chrift ic the end of the 
(ww, may betray us into it, if ve do not coniacr, 
that he has adopted on very point of the moral law, 
and grafted into it the law of love. Beware of 


thinking, « Becauſe I am filled with love, I need 


not have /o much holineſs, Becauſe I pray always, 
there ſore I necd no ſet time for private prayer: be- 
cauſe I watch always, therefore I need no parti- 
eular ſelf- examination. Let us magnify the lat, 
the whole written word, and make it honourable, 
Let this be our voice, I prize e thy commandm: nts, 
e109 gold or þ recious , tones. O what love have I unto 
thy law. All the day long ts my ftudy in ut ! Beware 
of Autinomian books * particularly the works of 
Dr. Crifþ, and Mr. Saltmarſh. They contain many 


«excellent things. And this makes them the more 


dangerous. O be warncd in time! Do not play 
with fire: do not put your hand on the hole of a 
cockatrice den! I intreat you, beware of B:gotry. 

Let not your love or benetcence be confned. to 
M 2tho, difts | (ſo called) only: much leſs to that very 


imall part of the m, who ſeem to be renewed in 


love: or to thote who believe your's and their re- 
port: O make not this your Shibboleth. Beware 
of ſtilineſie teu, in a wrong {enle, from your 
vu work: 3 mention one inſtance out of many, 

„ You 
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© You have received, ſays one, a great bleſling, 


But you began to talk of it, and to do this and that. 


So you loſt it. You ſhould have been fill.” 
Beware of jelf-indulgence : yea, and making a 
virtue of it, laughing at felf-denzal, and taking up 
ce crofs daily, at falling or abſtinence. Beware of 
c/nforrouſneſs : thinking or calling them that any 
ways oppoſe yen, whether in judgment or practice, 
und, dead, fallen, or ** enemics to the work.” 
Once more. beware of Soliſidianiſim crying no- 
thing but «believe, believe:“ and condemning 
thoſc as igα⁰εαννẽũE or tral, who ſpeak in a more 
{criptural way. At certain ſeaſons indeed, it man 
He right to treat of nothing but repentance, or 
merelv of faith, or altogether of holineſs : but in 
general our call is to declare the whole counſe! 
of God, and to prophely according to the analogv 
of faith, The wriiten ward treats of the whole, 
and every particular branch of righteouſneſs, de- 
icending to iis minuteſt' branches, as to be ſober, 
courteous, diligent, patient, to honour all men. 
do likewiſe the Holy Spirit works the ſame in our 
Learts, not merely creating deſires after holineſs 
in gei.ceral. but ſtrongly inclining us to every par- 


| ticular grace, leading us to every individual part 


of whatſoever ts lovely, And this with the greateſt 
propriety : for as by works faith is made perfect, iO 


the compleating or deſtroying the work of faith, 


and enjoying the tavour, or ſuffering the diſpleaſure 
of God, greatly depends on every kngle act of 
vLedicence or diohedience. 

0. 35. What 15 the fourth? | 

J. beware of fins of on:/on loſe no oppor- 
tunity of doing goud in any kind. Be zealous of 
gaod works: willingly omit no work, either of 
piety or mercy. Do all tne good ++. : :offibly can 


to the bodies and fouls of men. ly, thou 
Sat tn any we reprove Wie... „ ſuffer 
fn upon him. Ee active. „ e To Wade» 
lente or floth 5 give d e 455, e 
idle, Je are idle . 5 „ let 


our 


r 
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wur whole ſpirit and behaviour refuſe the ſlander, 


Be always employed: loſe no ſhred of time: ga- 
ther up the fragments, that none be loſt. And 


whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 


might. Be flow to ſpeak, and wary in ſpeaking. 


In a multitude of words there needeth net fin, Do 


not talk much: neither long at a time, Few can 
converle profitably above an hour. Keep at the 
utmoſt diſtance from pious chit-chat, from religious 
goſſiping. > 
. 3b. What is the fifth ? 

1. Beware of defiring any thing but God. Now 
vou deſire nothing elle, Every other dchre is 
driven out: ſee that none enter again. Reep thy- 


ſelf pure, let your eye remain Angle. and your who!e 


body ſhall be full of light. Admit no delire of plea- 
ling food, or any other plealure of ſenſe: no de- 
fire of plealing the eye or the imagination, by anv 


thing grand, or new, or beautiful-: no deſire of 


money, of praiſe, or eſteem; of happineſs in auy 
creature, You may bring theſe dehires back; but 
you need not; you need feel them no more. () 
ſtand faſt in the liberty w herewith Chriſt hath 
made you free, 

Be patterns to all. of denying vourſelves, and 


taking up your croſs daily. Let them ſee that vou 


make no account of anv pleaſure which does not 
bring you nearer to God; nor regard any pain 
which docs: that you umply aim at pleaſing him, 
whether by doing or ſuflering: that the conſtant 
Janguage of your heart, with regard to pleaſure Or 
pain, honour or diſhonour, riches or pov eaty, iS, 


All's alike to me. ſo 1 


In mv Lord inay live and die! 


O. 37. What is the þxth ? 

I. Beware of iſm. of making a rent in the 
church of Chriſt, That inward 8 the mem- 
bers ccaling _ 1aVe « Icctprocal love One fur au o- 
ther, {1 Cor. xii. 23. is the verv root of all con- 
tentio::, ande cvery vutward le paration. bow are 


of 
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1 
of every thing tending thereto. Beware of a di- 
viding ſpirit : ſhun whatever has the leaſt alpect 
that way. Therefore lay not, I am cf Paul or of 
Anollos; the very thing which occalioned the 
ſchiſm at Corinth, Say not, this is my preacher; 
the beſt preacher in England. Give me him, aniel 
take all the reit.” All this tends to breed or fo— 
ment diviſion, to diſunite thoſe whom God hath 
Joined, Do not expel, or run down anv preacher. 
Do not exalt any one ahove the reſt. leit vou kurt 
both him and the eauſe of Cod. On the other 
hand do not bear hard upon any by reaſon of fome: 
incoherency or inaccuracy of expreſſion : no. non 
for ſome miſtakes, were they really Hich. | 
I tkewile if you would avo.a 10 iin, obſerice 

every rule of the ſociety, and ofthe unde, for con- 
clence ſake. Never omit meetings * Zur (las or 
band ; never abſent yourſelf from an public ncer,- 
ing. Thele are the very finews of our fo iety: 
and whatever weakens, or tends to weaken on 

regard f for theſe, or our exatineſs in attendin 9 
them, ſtrikes at the v ory root of our 60 mmunily, 
As one faith. That part of our «economvV. the 
private werkly mectings, for prayer, examir ton, 
and parties. lar eli ation has been the Ereata't 
means of deepening ande onlirming every biofilm, 
that was received by the word preac ned. _— of 
diffufing it to others, who could not attend : 
public mimiſtry: whereas, without this roll: FLOWS 
connexion and nitercourile, the moit ardeut at- 
tempts by mcre preaching. have proved of no laſt- 
ing ule,” | 

Suffer not one thought Of {opar ating from vour 

brethren. whether thts opinions agree with your's 
or not. Do not dream. that any man fins. is not 
believing %, in not taking your word f that this 
or that vpn, „. is cllential to the work, and both 
mult ſtand or fall together. Beware of tmpationcr, 
of contradtchton. Do not condemn or think hardly 
of thoir., who cannot ſec jult us you lee. or wie 
judge it their duty to contracdift youu, whether in 


A a gre at 
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a great thing or a ſmall, I. fear ſome of us have 
thought bardly ot others, merely becauſe they 
eontradifted what we armed, All this tends to 
eitviſton. And by every thing of this kind, we are 
teaching them an evil leflon againſt ourſelves. 

O beware of touchineſs, or teſtineſs, not bear- 
ing to be ipoken to: N N at the leaſt word: and 
being from thoſe who do not implicitly receive 


mince or another's ſavings | 


Expect contradiction "ad oppoſition, together 
with croſles of various kinds. Conſider the words 
of St. Paul, To you it is given in the behalf of Chriſt, 


for his fake. as a 1 h of his death and ee 


for you. rot only to beliece, out wlfo to ſuffer for his 
Wake, Phil. i. 10. "I 75 given! God gives vou this 


oppolition or reproach : it 1s a freſh token of his 


love. And will you difown the g1ver ! D Or ſpurn 
His gift, and count it a mis fortune: ? Will you not 
e e lay, Father, the hour is come. that thou 


mouldeſt be glorified, Now thou giveſt thy child 
to ſuffer ſomething for thee. Do wth me accord- 


ing to thy will. Know that theſe things, far from 


being hinderances to the work of God, or to your 


ſoul, unleſs by your own fault. are not only un- 


_ avoidable in the courle of Pry ee but pro- 


Htable, vea neceſſary for you. Therefore receive 
them from God (not from 1 with will:ngnefs, 
with thankfulneſs. Receive them from men "with 
humility, meeknels, yieldingnels, gentleneſs, 
ſweetnels. M hy {h: 52 not even vour outward 
appearance and manner, be ſoft? Remember the 
character of Lady Cute: It was laid of the 


Roman Emperor, It, Never any one came 4. 


plra ed from him. But it might be faid of her, 
never any one went d:f {rofrd "Is her. So lecure 
were all. of the kind "ard a I reception, 
which they would mect v-ith from her.” 


EW are of tc mpting Fs Others to lc parate from vous 
Give no offence which can potiruly > avoided: 
{uc at vour practice be lit all things ſuitable to 

1 5 
your profeſlion, adorning the doctrine of God our 


Saviour. 


(WF 

Saviour. Be particularly careful in ſpeaking of 

ourſelf : you may not indeed deny the work of 
God : but ſpeak of it, when you are called thereto, 
in the moſt inoffenſive manner poſſible. Avoid 
all magnificent, pompous words. Indeed you 
need give it no gexera! name. Neither © perfec- 
tion, lanctihcation, the lecond bleſſing, nor the 
having attained.” Rather ſpeak of the particulars, 
which God hes wrought for vou. You may fay, 
„At ſuch a time I felt a change which 1 am not 
able to expreſs. And ince that time I have not 
felt pride, or ſelf Will, or anger, or unbelief : nor 
any thing but a fulnets of love, to God and to all 
mankind,” And anfwcr ary other plain queſtion 
that is aſked, with modeſty and hmplicity. | 

And if any of you {hould at any time fall from 
what you now are, if you ſhould again feel pride 
or unbelief, or any temper from which you are 
now delivered; do not deny. ao not hide, do not 
diſguiſe it at all, at the peril of your foul. At all 
events go to one in whom you can confide, and 
ſpeak juſt what you feel. God will enable him to- 
ſpeak a word in ſeefon. which {hall be health to 


pour foul. And ſurely he will again lift up your 
3 and cauſe the bones that have been broken - 


to rejoice, | — 
Q. 38. What is the laſt advice that you would 
give them? 5 ye 

A. Be exemplary in all things: particularly in 
outward things (as in dreſs) in litile things, in the 
laying out of your money, (avoiding every need- 
leſs expence) in deep, ſteady ſeriouſneſs, and in 
the ſolidity and uſefulneſs of all your converſation, 
So ſhall you be a ligAt ſhining in a dark place. So 
ſhall you daily grow in grace, till an entrance be mi- 
nftered unto you abundantly into the everlaſting king- 
dom of our Lord Fefus Chriſt. 

Moſt of the preceding advices are itrongly er- 
forced in the following reflection: which I re- 
commend to your deep and frequent conſideratior, 
next to the holy ſcriptures, 3 
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„ The ſea is an excellent foure of 11 e ſulneſs 
of God. and that of the bleſſed Spirit. For as the 
rivers, all return into the lea ; io the bodies, the 
fouls. and the good works of the righteous, re- 
turn into God. to live there in his crernal repole a 

Although all tlie graces of God depend on his 
mere bounty, vet is "he plealed generally to attach 


them to the prayers, the inftruttions, _ the ho— 


neſs of thoſe with whom we are, By -{trong, 
e er invitihle attractions he draws {ome fouls 
trough their intercourſe with others, 


The iy mpathies formed by grace far fur paſs thoſe 5 | 


formed by nature, 

Tho truly devout ſhew. that pafſious 28 naturally 
ou from true. as from falte love, ſo de eply ſen- 
bie are the y of the N ad evils of thoſe whom 

tney love for God's ſake, But this can only be 
omprehended | by thoſe who underſtand the lan- 
zuage of love. 

The bottom of the ſoul may be in 1 repoſe, even 


while we are in many outward troubles : juſt as 


the bottom of the ſea is calm, while the ſurface j 1S 
itrongly agitated. 

The 6% helps to growth i in grace are the ill uſage, 
the affronts, and the lofles which befal us. We 


 thould receive them with all thankfulneſs, as pre- 


f-rable to all others, were it only on this account, 
that our will has no part therein, 

The readieſt way to eſcape from our ſufferings 
is, to be willing they ſhould endure as long as God 
ble Ale! | 

[f we - Cle r per ſecution 5 iet! in a right 
manner, we attain a lager meaſure of conformity 
to Chriſt, by a duc improvement of one of theſe 
occations, than we could have done merely by 
imitating his mercy, in abundance of good w orks. 

One of the greateſt evidences of God's love to 
thoſe that love him, is to fend them afflictions 
with grace to bear them. 


Even in the greateſt afflictions, we ought to tel. 


tify to God, that in receiving them from his hand, 
we 


| 


| ( 8g ) 
we feel pleaſure in the midſt of the pain, from 
being afflicted by him who loves us, and whom 
we love. | 
The readieſt way which God takes to draw a: 
man to himſolf, is to afflict him in that he loves 
moſt. and wich good reaſon: and to cauſe this 
afiliction to ariſe from {ome good action done with 
| a lingle cy? : becauſe nothing can more clearly 
the him the emptineſs of what is molt lovely 
3 and deſirable in the world. | 
f 2. True reſignation conſiſts in a thorough con- 
formity to the whole will of God; who wills and 
; does all (excepting fn) which comes to paſs in the 
7 world. In order to this we have only to embrace 
. all events, good and bad, as his will. 
| In the greateſt afflictions which can befal the 
juſt, either from heaven or earth, they remain im- 
moveable in peace, and perfectly ſubmiſſive to 
God, by an inward, loving regard to him, uniting 
in one all the powers of their fouls, 5 
We ought quietly to ſuffer whatever befals us, 
to bear the defects of others, and our own, to con- 
feſs them to God in fecret prayer, or with groans » 
which cannot be uttered: but never to ſpeak a2 
ſharp or peeviſh word..nor to murmur or repine. 
But thoroughly willing. that God ſhould treat 
you in the manner that pleaſes him. We are his 
lambs, and therefore ought to be ready to ſuffer, 
even to the death, without complaining. 
We are to bear with thoſe we cannot amend, . 
and to be content with offering them to God. This 


bt is true reſignation. And fince he has borne 
1 our inhrmities, we may well bear thoſe of each 
le] - other for his ſake. 

1 To abandon. all, to ſtrip one's-ſelf of all, in or- 
8. der to ſeek and to follow Jeſus Chriſt, naked to 
to | | Bethlehem. where he was born; naked to the hall 
= 7 where be was ſcourged; and naked at Calvary, - 


where he died on the croſs, is ſo great a mercy, - 

| that neither the thing, nor the knowledge of it is 
d, given to any, but through faith in the Son of God. 
ey . g. There 
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There is no love of God without patience, 
* no patience without l/owlineſs and ſweetneſs of 
Ipirit. 
Humility and patience are the ſureſt * of 
the increaſe of love. 
Humility alone unites patience with love, with- 


out which it is impoſſible to draw profit from ſuf- 
fering; or indeed to avoid complaint, eſpecially 


when we think we have given no occaſion for 
what men make us ſuffer. 

True humanity ! is a kind of fc If-annihilation - 
and this 1s the centre of all virtues, 

A ſoul returned to God, ought to be attentive 
to every thing which 1s ſaid to him, on the head 


of ſalvation, with a defire to profit thereby. 


Of the {tins which God has pardoned, let no- 


thing remain but a deeper humility in the heart, 
and a ſtricter regulation in our words, in our ac- 


tions, and in our ſufferings. 5 
4. The bearing men, and ſuffering evils in meek» 

* % and fence, is the ſum of a Chriſtian life. 
| God is the firſt object of our love: its next office 


is., to bear the defects of others. And we ſhould 
degin the practice of this amidſt our own houſhole, 


NW e Mould chieily excrceitle our love. toward; 


them who molt fhock, either our way of thinking, 
or our temper, or our knowledge, or the defire we 


have that others ſhould be as v irtuous. as we- wis! 
to be ourielves. 

5. Cod hardly gives his Spirit even to thoſe 
whom ke has eſtabliſhed in grace. if they do not 


pray for it on all eccatons, not only once, but 


many tuncs. 

God does not thing but in anſwer to prayer; and 
even they wno have been converted $0 God, with- 
out praying for it themielves which 1s exceeding 
rare) were not without the prayers of others. Every 
new victory which a {oul gains, is the eflett of a 
NEW Prayer. 

On every occaſion of uncaſineſs, W.. and ro- 
tire to prayer, hat we may g * Took to the gar 

an 


1 
and light of God, and then form our reſolations, 
— being in any pain about what ſucceſs they 


may have. 


In the greateſt temptations, a fingle look to 
Chriſt, and the barely pronouncing his name, {uf- 


Kces to overcome the wicked one fo it be done 


witli confidence and calmneſs of ſpirit. 

God's command, to pray without ceajing, is founded 
on the neceſſity we have of his grace, to preſerve 
the life of God in the ſoul, which can no more 
ſubſiſt one moment without it, than the body can 
without air. 

Whether we think of or ſpeak to God, whether 
we act or ſuffer for him, all is prayer, when we 


have no other object than his love, and the deſire 


of pleaſing him. 

All that a Chriſtian does, even in eating and 
fleeping is prayer, when it is done in ſimplicity, 
according to the order of God, without ener ad- 
ding to, or diminiſhing from it by his own choice. 

Prayer continues in the deſire of the heart, tho? 
the underſtanding be employed on outward things. 

In ſouls filled with love, the defire to plcate 
God 1s a continual prayer. 

As the furious hate which the devil bears us, is 
termed the roaring of the lion, fo our vehement 
ove may be termed, crying after God. 

God only requires of his adult children, that 
their hearts be tr uly purificd, and that they offer 


him continually the wiſhes and vows, that na- 


turally ſpring from perfect love. For theſe deſires 
being the genuine fruits of love, are the moſt per- 
fect prayers that can ſpring from it. 

6. It is ſcarce conceivable how firaight the way 
is, wherein God leads them that follow him: and 
how dependent on him we mult be, unleſs we are 
wanting in our faithfulneſs to him. 

It 15 hardly credible of how great. conſequence 
before God, the ſmalleſt things are; and what great 
inconvemencies ſomctimes follow thoſe, which 

appear to be light faults, 
As 


C3 

As a very little duſt will diſorder a clock, and 
the leaſt ſand will obſcure our fight, ſo the leaſt 
grain of fn, which is upon the heart, will hinder 
its right motion towards God. 3 

We ought to be in the church as the ſaints are 
in heaven, and in the houſe as the holieſt men are 
in the church: doing our work in the houſe as 
we pray in the church, worſhipping God from 
the ground of the heart. CE 

We ſhould be continually labouring to cut off 
all the uſeleſs things that ſurround us. And God. 
uſually retrenches the ſuperfluities of our fouls, in 
the ſame proportion as we do thoſe of our bodies, 

The beſt means of reſiſting the devil is, to de- 
ſtroy whatever of the world remains in us, in order 
to raiſe for Gd upon its ruins, a building all of 
love. Then ſhall we begin in this fleeting life, to 
love God as we ſhall love him in eternity. 

We ſcarce conceive, how ealy it is to rob God 
of his duc, in our friendſhip with the moſt vir- 
tuous perſons, until they are torn from us by death. 
But if this loſs produce, laſting ſorrow, that is a 
clear proof, that we had before two treafures, 
between which we divided our heart. | 

7. If after having renounced all, we do not aH 
inceſſantly, and beſecch God to accompany our 
vigilance with his, we ſhall be again entangled 
and overcome. | . 

As the moſt dangerous winds may enter at little 
openings, fo the devil never enters more dange- 
rouſly, than by little unobſerved incidents, which 
feem to be nothing, yet inſenſibly open the heart 
to great temptation, 

It is good to renew ourſelves from time to time, 
by clofely examining the ſtate of our ſouls, as if we 
had never done 1t before. For nothing tends more 
to the full aſſurance of faith, than to keep our- 
ſelves by this means in humility, and the exerciſe 
of all good works. 

To continual watchfulneſs and prayer, ought to 
be added continual employment. For grace hills a 
| vacuum 
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vacuum as well as nature, and the devil fills what- 
ever God does not fill. RX | 
There is no faithfulneſs like that, which ought 
to be between a guide of fouls, and the perſon 
direfted by him. They ought continually to regard 
each other, in God, and cloſely to examine them- 
ſelves, whether all their thoughts are pure, and all 


their words directed with Chritian diſcretion. 
Other affairs are only the things of men; but thele 


are peculiarly the things of God, 
8. The words of St. Paul, No man can cal! Jeſus, 
Lord, but by the Holy CHI, ſhew us the neceſſity 


of eyeing God in our good works, and even in our 


minuteſt thoughts; knowing that none are pleaſing 


to him, but thoſe which he forms in us and with 


us. From hence we learn, that we cannot ſerve 


him, unleſs he uſe our tongue. hands, and heart, 
to do by himſelf and his Spirit whatever he would 
have us to do. 

If we were not utterly impotent, our good works 
would be our own property : whereas now they 
belong wholly to God, becauſe they proceed from 


dim and his grace; while raiſing our works, and 


making them all divine, he honours himſelf in us 
through them. | 

One of the principal rules of religion 1 is, To 
loſe no occaſion of ſerving God. And ſince he is 
inviſible to our eyes, we are to ſerve him in our 
neighbour ; which he receives as if done to him- 
ſelf in perſon, ſtanding vifibly before us. 

God does not love men that are inconſtant, 
nor good works that are intermitted. Nothing is 
pleating to him, but what has a reſemblance of 
his own immutability, 

A conſtant attention to the work. which God 
entruſts us with, is a mark of ſolid piety. 

Love faſts when it can, and as much as 1t can, 
It leads to all the ordinances of God, and employs 


itfelf in all the outward works, whereof it is 


capable, It flies as it were, like Elijak over the 
plain, to find God upon his holy mountain. 
S0 d 
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God is ſo great that he communicates greatneſs 
to the leaſt thing that is done for his ſervice, 


Happy are they who are ſick; yea or loſe their 


hfe for having done a good work. 5 

God frequently conceals the part which his 
children have in the converſion of other ſouls. 
Vet one may boldly ſay, that perſons who long 
groan before him for the converſion of another, 
whenever that ſoul is converted to God, is one of 
the chief cauſes of it. © 

Charity cannot be practiſed right, unleſs, firſt, 
we excerciſe it the moment God gives the occaſion; 
and ſecondly, retire the inſtant after. to offer it to 


God by humble thankſgiving. And this for three 


reaſons, 1ſt, To render him what we have received 


from him : the 2d. To avoid the dangerous temp- 
tation, which ſprings from the very goodneſs of 


theſe works; and the gd. To unite ourſelves to 


God, in whom the ſoul expands itſelf in prayer, 
with all the graces we have received, and the good 
works we have done, to draw from him new 


ſtrength againſt the bad effects which theie very 


works may produce in us, if we do not make uſe 


of the antidotes, which God has ordained againſt 
theſe poiſons. The true means to be filled anew 
with the riches of grace is thus to _— ourſelves 


of it: and without this, it is extremely difficult, 
not to grow faint in the practice of 2 works. 


Good works do not receive their laſt perfection, 
till they, as it were, loſe themſelves in God. This 
is a kind of death to them, reſembling that of our 
bodies, which will not attain their higheſt life, 


their immortality, till they loſe themſelves in the 


glory of our ſouls, or rather of God, wherewith 
they ſhall be filled. And it is only what they had 
of earthly and moral, which good works loſe by 
this ſpiritual death. _ | 

Fire is the ſymbol of love: and the love of God 
is the principle and the end of all our good works. 


But truth treſpaſſes figure, and the fire of divine 
love has this advantage over material fire, that it 
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can re-aſcend to its ſource, and raiſe thither with 
it, all the good works which it produces. And 
by this means it prevents their being corrupted by 
pride, vanity, or any evil mixture. But this can- 
not be done otherwiſe than by making theſe good 
works in a ſpiritual manner die in God, by a deep 
gratitude, which plunges the ſoul in him as in an 
abvſs, with all that it is, and all the grace and 
works for which it is indebted to him: à gratitude, 
whereby the ſoul ſeems to empty itſelf of them, 
that they may return to their ſource, as rivers ſeem 
willing to empty themſelves, when they pour 
themſelves with all their waters into the ſea. 

When we have received any favour from God, 
we ought to retire, if not into our cloſets, into our 
hearts. and (av, I come, Lord, to reſtore to thee 
what thou haft given, and I freely relinquiſh it, to 
enter again into my own nothingneſs. For what 
15 the moſt perfect creature in heaven or earth in 
thy preſence, but a void capable of being filled 
with thee and by thee, as the air which is void and 
dark, is capable of being filled with the light of 
the fun. who withdraws it every day to reſtore it 
the next, there being nothing in the air that either 
appropriates this light, or reſiſts it. O give me 
the ſame faculty of receiving and reſtoring thy 
grace and good works ! I lay thine : for Iacknow- 
ledge the root from which they ſpring, is in thee, 
and not in me. | 

2b. In the year 1764. upon a review of the 
whole ſubjett, I wrote down the ſum of whatT 
had obſerved, in the following ſhort propoſitions. 

** 1, There is ſuch a thing as perfection; for it 
is again and again mentioned in Scripture, 

2. It is not lo carly as juſtihcation ; for juſtified 
perſons are to go on to perfection, Heb. vi. 1. 

3. It 1s not lo late as death; for St. Paul {peaks 
of living men that were perfect, Phil. iii. 15. * 
4. It is not abſolute, Abſolute perfection be- 
lengs not to man; nor to angels; but to God 
alone. ET . 5 


. | 


„ 
g. It does not make a man znfall:b/r > none is 
GN while he remains in the body. 
1s it fin!rſs It is not worth w hile to eon- 
a for a term. It is Yelvation from fin. 


7, It is perfect love. 1 John iv. 18. This is the 


e ſence of it: its rannten or inſeparable fruits, 
arc rejouing evermore, traying without cenfing, ani 
41 every th 1 giving tha PS. 1. { hel. YI; Kc; 

. It is mmbroveat? It is fo far from lying in 
an indivifible point, from being menpable of 
ger that one perfected in love MAY grow 
in grace far jwifter. than he did be fore. | 

It is amfitte, capable ot being Joſt; of 


* 


wh nch we have numerous inftances. But ue 


were not thoroughly convinced of this, 1111 
five or fix years ago. 7 | 

10, It 1s conſtaritly oth preceded and followed 
by a gradual work. | 

11. But is it in itfelf inf; Ntanco1s. or not ? In 
examining this. let us go on ſtep by ſte 

An inftantanrou: change has been we ought 171 
ſome believers: none can deny this, 

Since that change, they enjoy perfet lore, They 
rejoice evermore, pray without; ceating. and in 
every thing give thanks. Now this is all that ! 
mean by perfettion. Therefore theſe are vot- 
nelics of the perfection which 1 preach. 

« But in ſome this change was r.0t inſtantaneous.“ 
They did not perceive the inttant. when it was 
wrought. It is Otten difficult to perceive the 
iniant. when a man dies. Yet there is an nitant, 
in which life ceaſes. And if even tn e 
there muſt be a laſt moment of its cxiſtence, and 
a irt moment of our deliverance from it. 

« But if they have this love now, they will loſe 
it.“ They may; but they necd not. And whether 
they do or no. they have it now : they now ex- 
purience W hat we tcach. They now are all love; 


They row rejoice. pray. and praile without ceaſing, 


However. {11 is only f/ufpendel in them; it 
is not deſt reed.“ Call it which you pleale. They 
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'They ſay juſt the contrary. 


by that SCriptural Na e 


1 
are al Hue to-day; and _y take no thouglit for 
the morrow, 

But this doctrine has been much abuſed.” So 
Las that of juſtification } by faith. But that is no 
reaſon for giving up. cither this or any other 
Sc riptural dodrine | ! When you wafh your child, 
as one ſpeaks, throw away the water, but do 


not throw awav the child. 


„But thoſe who think the are faved from fin, 
ſav. Fey have no need of the merits of Chriſt.“ 


L 1c:r language is, 


Ev'ry moment, Lord. I want 
The merit of thy death! 


They never before had ſo de ev, fo unſpeakable 


a conviction of the need of Chriſt in all his 
ofhces, as they have now. 
r U 


There fore all our Preachers ſhould make a point, 
f preaching Verfichion to believers conitantly, 
ttrongly and exnlic:tly, 


And all believers ſhould mind. this one thing, 
and . cont: mually avomze for it. 


"> her « 


27. I have now done what I propoſed, I have 
given.a plain and ſimple acco 4 of the manner, 
where: in 1 hirit received the doctrine of perfection, 

and the ſenſe wherein I received, and wherein l 
do receive and teach it to this dev. I have de- 
clared the whole, and every part of what I mean 
I have drawn the 
picture of it at full length, without either diſguiſe 
Or coverii! ng. And I would now afk any „impartial 
perſo: 1, What is e frightful therein? Whence 
iS all this outcry, which, for thele twenty years 


and upwards, has been made throuchout the king- 


8 
dom; ; as if all Chriſtianity were deitroyed, and all 


religion torn up by the roots? Way 1s it, that the 


Very name of Perfect: on has bein Caſt. out of the 


-mouths. of Chriſtians „ea, ee and abhor- 


red. as if it contained the mo: t pe ictous here fv? 


* hy have the Preachers of u been hooted at, like 
} 
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mad dogs, even by men that fear God: nay, and 
by ſome of their own children, ſome w hom they, 
under God, had begotten through the goſpel ? 
What rca obs is there for this? Or what pretence ? 
Reaſon, found reaſon there is none. It is impoſ- 
ble there ſhould: but pretences there are, and thoſe 
in great abundance. Indeed there is ground to 
fear, that with ſome. who treat us thus, it 1s a mere 
red, ; that it is no more than a copy of their 
countenance, from the beginning to the end. They 
wantecl. they fought occalion againſt my : and 
bere they found What they ſought, & This is 
Mr. Wejlcy's dottrine! He preaches perfection!“ 
He does: yet this is not his doctrine, any more 
than it is yours or any one 's elſe, that is a Miniſter 
of CH. For it is 2s doctrine, particularly, em- 
1h at ically His: it is the dofrine of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thoſe are Ms words. not mine, Eerste & E reh g 
by Uerrp UMwy & © Tos S Tem tele Ye all there- 
fore be perfect. as your Father tho ig in heaven 15 
lee And who favs, ye ſhall not? Or at leaſt, 
= 11] vour foul is {cparated from the body ? 
It 18 8 doctrine of St. Paul, the doctrine of St, 
James. ot St. Peter. and St. John: and no other- 
wife Nr. Il of{oy's, than as it is the dotitine of every 
nc wit Pens hes the pure and the whole goſpel. 
I tells ou, as plain as 1 can ſpeak, wh ere and when . 
j found this. I found it in the oracles of God, 
1:1the Old and New Teſtament: when I read them 
with no other view or dcire but to fave my own 
foul, But wholſe-ivever this dottrine is, 1 pray 
Vu, What, harm is there in it? I.cok at it again: 
KUYVCY it 01 ©\.Cry fide, and that with the cloſeſt 
attention. In one view it is purit, of intention, 
dledicating ail the life-to God. at IS tlie giving 
Gol all our heart; it is deſire and d eſtgn ru! ing ol | 
our temper, It is the devolirg, uch a part, but all 
our loul, bodies ard tabſtance to Gold, In another 
view, Itizall ihe rnd winch wasin C! ral, enag ling 
us to Walk as Chriſt watked, It is the c POR a 
bun of the Heart f. Cin all fithing!s, all iuward as 


well 
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well as outward pollution, I: is a renewal of the 
heart in the whole image of God, the full likeneſs 
of him that created it. In yet another, it is the 
loving God with all our heart, and our neighbour 
as ourſelves. Now take jit in which of theſe views 
you plcaſe, (for there is no material difference) 


and this is the whole and ſole perfection, as a train 


of writings prove to a demonſtration, which 1 
have believed and taught for theſe. forty years, 
from the year 1723, to the year 1765. 

28. Now let this perfection appear in its native 
form, and who can ipeak one word againſt it? 
Will any dare to ſpeak againſt loving the Lord 


our God with all our heart, and our neighbour as 


ourſclves? Againit a renewal of heart, not only 


in part, but in the whole image of God? Who 


is he that will open his mouth againſt being cleanſed 
from all pollution both of fleſh and ſpirit? Or 
againſt having all the mind that was in Chriſt, and. 
walking in all things as Chriſt walked? What 
man who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, has the har- 


dineſs to object to tie devoting, not a part, but all 


our foul, body and ſubſtance to God? What le- 


rious man would oppoſe the giving God all our 


heart, and the having one deſign ruling all our 
tempers? I ſay, again, let this perfection appear 
in its own ſhape, and who will fight againſt it“ 
It mult be df/g1uijed, before it can be oppoſed. It 
muſt be covered with a bear ſKin arſt, or even the 
wild beaits of the people. will ſcarce be induced 
to worry It, But whatever theſe do, let not the 
children of God any langer fight againſt the image 
of God, Let not members of Chriſt ſay any 
thing again having the whole mind that was in 
Chriit, Let not thoſe who are alive to God op- 
poſe the dedicating all our life to him. Why 
ſhould you, who have his love ſhed abroad in your 
heart, withſtand the giving him al! your heart ? 
Does not all that is Within you cry out; O wo 


that loves, can love enough? What pity. that 
lac 8 Fo : ex 5 3 | 
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have any other deſign or defire ? much more that 
they ſhould dread, as a fatal deluſion, yea, abhor, 
as an abomination to God, the having this one de- 
fire and delign, ruling every temper! Why ſhould 
devout men be afraid of devoting all their ſoul, 
body, and ſubſtance to God ? Why ſhould thoſe 
who love Chriſt, count it a damnable error, to 
think we may have all the mind that was in him ? 
We allow, we contend, that we are jaſtiſed freely, 
through the righteouſneſs and the blood of Chriſt. 
And why are you ſo hot againſt us, becauſe we 
expect likewiſe, to be ſanctied wholly through his 
Spirit? We look for no favour either from the 
open ſervants of fin, or from thoſe who have only 
the form of religion. But how long will you, who 
worſhip God in ſpirit, who are carcumcifed with the 
circumeiſton not made with hands, ſet your battle in 


array againit thoſe, who ſcek an entire e:rc1c fon 


of heart, who thirit to be cleanſed from all filthineſs 


of fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the fear 
of God? Are we your enemies, becauſe we look 
for a full deliverance from that carnal mind, which 
ws enmity againſt God F Nay, we are your bretliren, 
your fellow-labourers in the vineyard of our Lord, 
your companions in the kingdom and patience of 
Jeſus. Although this we confſel>, (it we are tov!'s 


therein, yet as tools bear with us:) we do expect 


to love God with all our keart, and cur neighbour 

as ourſelves, Yea, we do believe. that he will in 

this world fo © cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts, 

by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, that we hall 

2 love hun, and worthily magnify his 
uly name,” 


